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House Bill 786
By: Representatives Mainor of the 56", Lim of the 99", and Thomas of the 65"

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
elections and primaries generally, so as to revise the manner of filling vacancies in party
nominations resulting from the death or disqualification of a candidate after nomination but
prior to the date of an election; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and

for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.

Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elections and
primaries generally, is amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 21-2-134,
relating to withdrawal, death, or disqualification of candidate for office, return of qualifying
fee, and nomination certificate, as follows:

"(b)(1) Any vacancy in any party nomination filled by a primary created by reason of the

death or disqualification of a candidate occurring after nomination may-be-fitedHin-the

foHowing-manner: but prior to the election shall be filled by a special primary open to the

party of the nominee who died or was disqualified. The election for such office shall be

delayed and shall be conducted as a special election in accordance with Code
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Section 21-2-540, provided that only those candidates other than the deceased or

disqualified candidate who would have been on the election ballot shall be on the special

election ballot. No new candidates shall be qualified.
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112 (2)£3) Any vacancy which occurs in any party nomination filled by a primary and which
113 is created by reason of the withdrawal of a candidate tessthan66-days prior to the date
114 of the election shall not be filled. If the ballots have been printed, the Secretary of State,

115 the county superintendent, or the municipal superintendent may reprint the ballots to omit
116 the name of the withdrawn candidate. All votes cast for the withdrawn candidate shall
117 be void and shall not be counted. Prominent notices shall be posted in all polling places
118 in which the name of the withdrawn candidate appears on the ballot stating that such
119 candidate has withdrawn and that all votes cast for such withdrawn candidate shall be
120 void and shall not be counted.”

121 SECTION 2.

122 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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