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House Bill 352
By: Representatives Momtahan of the 17", Knight of the 130", Washburn of the 141, Kelley
of the 16", Gullett of the 19", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 5 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ad
valorem taxation of property, so as to provide that property tax bills shall include the
amounts of assessments levied for each of the three immediately preceding tax years; to
provide for a homestead exemption from ad valorem taxes for all purposes in an amount
equal to the amount by which the current year assessed value of a homestead exceeds the
adjusted base year assessed value of such homestead; to provide for definitions; to specify
the terms and conditions of the exemption and the procedures relating thereto; to provide for
applicability; to provide for the recovery of property taxes for up to ten years for certain
negligent acts; to provide for the election of a chief tax appraiser for each county by the
residents of the county; to provide for the filing of complaints against a county's chief tax
assessor to be heard by the clerk of superior court for the county; to extend the deadline for
filing property tax appeals; to require the county board of tax assessors or tax commissioner
to accept and utilize the appraised value of a parcel as certified by a licensed or board
certified appraiser as the fair market value; to provide for compliance with constitutional
requirements; to provide for a referendum, effective dates, and automatic repeal; to provide

for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

H. B. 352
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SECTION 1.
Chapter 5 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ad valorem

taxation of property, is amended by revising Code Section 48-5-33, which is reserved, as

follows:
"48-5-33.
(@) All property tax bills issued by the tax commissioner or tax collector for the collection
and payment of ad valorem taxes on real property shall include the dollar amount of each
tax levied and each credit, if any, for each of the three immediately preceding tax years for
which a tax bill was issued for that tax parcel number.
(b) This Code section shall be applicable to all taxable years beginning on or after
January 1, 2022. Reserved:”

SECTION 2.
Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

"48-5-44.2.

(a) For purposes of this Code section, the term:

(1) 'Ad valorem taxes' means all ad valorem taxes for all purposes levied by, for, or on

behalf of this state, any county in this state, any municipality in this state, or any school

district in this state.

(2) 'Base year' means the taxable year with respect to an exemption under this Code

section which is first granted to a person on such person's homestead; provided, however,

that the tax receiver or tax commissioner charged with the duty of receiving returns of

property for taxation shall adjust the base year assessed value annually by one-half of the

percentage increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers, U.S.

City Average, all items 1967-100, or a successor index as reported by the United States

Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics.

H. B. 352
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(3) 'Homestead' means homestead as defined and qualified in Code Section 48-5-40, as

amended, with the additional qualification that it shall include only the primary residence

and not more than five contiguous acres of land immediately surrounding such residence.

(b) The homestead of each resident of this state actually occupied by the owner as a

residence and homestead shall be exempted from ad valorem taxes for all purposes in an

amount equal to the amount by which the current year assessed value of that homestead

exceeds the adjusted base year assessed value of the homestead. This exemption shall not

apply to taxes assessed on improvements to the homestead or additional land that is added

to the homestead after January 1 of the base year. If any real property is removed from the

homestead, the base year assessed value shall be adjusted to reflect such removal and the

exemption shall be recalculated accordingly. The value of that property in excess of such

exempted amount shall remain subject to taxation.

(c) The unremarried surviving spouse of the person who has been granted the exemption

provided for in subsection (b) of this Code section shall continue to receive the exemption

provided under subsection (b) of this Code section, so long as that unremarried surviving

spouse continues to occupy the home as a residence and homestead.

(d) A person shall not receive the homestead exemption granted by subsection (b) of this

Code section unless the person or person's agent files an application with the tax receiver

or tax commissioner of his or her respective county or municipality charged with the duty

of receiving returns of property for taxation, giving such information relative to receiving

such exemption as will enable such tax receiver or tax commissioner to make a

determination reqarding the initial and continuing eligibility of such owner for such

exemption or unless the person has already filed for and is receiving a homestead

exemption and such existing application provides sufficient information to make such

determination of eligibility. Such tax receiver or tax commissioner shall provide

application forms for this purpose.

H. B. 352
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(e) The exemption shall be claimed and returned as provided in Code Section 48-5-50.1,

as amended. The exemption shall be automatically renewed from year to year so long as

the owner occupies the residence as a homestead. After a person has filed the proper

application as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section, it shall not be necessary to

make application thereafter for any year and the exemption shall continue to be allowed to

such person. It shall be the duty of any person granted the homestead exemption under

subsection (b) of this Code section to notify the tax receiver or tax commissioner in the

event that person for any reason becomes ineligible for such exemption.

(A (1) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the homestead

exemption granted by subsection (b) of this Code section shall be in addition to and not

in lieu of any other homestead exemption applicable to ad valorem taxes for state, county,

municipal, or school purposes.

(2) The homestead exemption granted by subsection (b) of this Code section shall be in

lieu of and not in addition to any other base year assessed value or adjusted base year

assessed value of a homestead exemption provided by local Act which is applicable to

ad valorem taxes for county purposes, county school district ad valorem taxes for

educational purposes, ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes, or independent school

district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes.

() The exemption granted by subsection (b) of this Code section shall apply to all taxable

years beginning on or after January 1, 2022.”

SECTION 3.
Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
"48-5-210.1.

In the event of any neqgligently incorrect assessment of a taxpayer's property by any county

officer, employee, or agent, a taxpayer may file a claim for a refund of negligently assessed
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and paid taxes pursuant to the procedure set forth in Code Section 48-5-380 at any time

within ten years after the payment of the tax.”

SECTION 4.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-5-264, relating to designation
and duties of chief appraiser, as follows:
"48-5-264.
(@) The boart—eftax—assessers—n residents of each county shall desigrate elect an
Appraiser IV or, in those counties not having an Appraiser 1V, an Appraiser |11 as the chief

appraiser of the county to serve for a term of four years. Such election shall be held at the

same time and in the same manner as the election for the county tax commissioner.

(a.1) The chief appraiser shall be responsible for:
(1) The operation and functioning of the county property appraisal staff;
(2) Certifying and signing documents prepared by the staff; and
(3) Implementing procedures deemed necessary for the efficient operation of the staff.

(b) The chief appraiser may appoint an assistant and may delegate his or her authority in

writing to the assistant.

(c) The chief appraiser may be a member of the county board of tax assessors.”

SECTION 5.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a.1) and subparagraph (e)(2)(A) of
Code Section 48-5-311, relating to creation of county boards of equalization, duties, review
of assessments, and appeals, as follows:
"(a.1) Appeal administrator.
(1) The appeal administrator is vested with administrative authority in all other matters
governing the conduct and business of the boards of equalization so as to provide

oversight and supervision of such boards.

H. B. 352
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(2) It shall be the duty of the appeal administrator to receive any complaint filed with

respect to the official actions of the chief tax assessor of the county or any member of a

county board of equalization regarding technical competency, compliance with state law
and regulations, or rude or unprofessional conduct or behavior toward any member of the
public and to forward such complaint to the grand jury for investigation. Following an
investigation, the grand jury shall issue a written report of its findings, which shall
include such evaluations, judgments, and recommendations as it deems appropriate. The
findings of the report may be grounds for removal of a member of the board of
equalization by the grand jury for failure to perform the duties required under this Code
section.”

"(2)(A) An appeal shall be effected by e-mattirg emailing, if the county board of tax

assessors has adopted a written policy consenting to electronic service, by mailing to,

or by filing with the county board of tax assessors a notice of appeal within the later of

the deadline for the county's board of tax assessors to complete its revision and

assessment of the returns of taxpayers pursuant to Code Section 48-5-301 45 or 180

days from the date of mailing the notice pursuant to Code Section 48-5-306. A written
objection to an assessment of real property received by a county board of tax assessors
stating the location of the real property and the identification number, if any, contained
in the tax notice shall be deemed a notice of appeal by the taxpayer under the grounds
listed in paragraph (1) of this subsection. A written objection to an assessment of
personal property received by a county board of tax assessors giving the account
number, if any, contained in the tax notice and stating that the objection is to an
assessment of personal property shall be deemed a notice of appeal by the taxpayer
under the grounds listed in paragraph (1) of this subsection. The county board of tax
assessors shall review the valuation or denial in question, and, if any changes or
corrections are made in the valuation or decision in question, the board shall send a

notice of the changes or corrections to the taxpayer pursuant to Code Section 48-5-306.

H. B. 352
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Such notice shall also explain the taxpayer's right to appeal to the county board of
equalization as provided in subparagraph (C) of this paragraph if the taxpayer is

dissatisfied with the changes or corrections made by the county board of tax assessors.”

SECTION 6.
Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
"48-5-315.

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, on and after January 1, 2022, for

each taxable year, a certified appraisal of a property conducted in the six months preceding

March 1 may be submitted to the county board of tax assessors at any time prior to April

1 of such year. Provided that the appraisal is specific to the parcel at issue, has been

adjusted to provide for the value of the property as of January 1 of such year, and has been

certified by a licensed appraiser or state certified appraiser, the county board of tax

assessors shall accept the valuation certified by such appraisal as the fair market value of

the parcel for purposes of ad valorem taxation for such taxable vear.

(b) All county boards of tax assessors shall be authorized to appeal any certified appraisal

submitted pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section to the Georgia Real Estate

Commission and the Georgia Real Estate Appraisers Board to seek relief.”

SECTION 7.
In accordance with the requirements of Article V11, Section I1 of the Constitution of the State
of Georgia, this Act shall not become law unless it receives the requisite two-thirds' majority

vote in both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

SECTION 8.
The Secretary of State shall call and conduct an election as provided in this section for the

purpose of submitting Section 2 of this Act to the electors of the entire state for approval or

H. B. 352
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rejection. The Secretary of State shall conduct that election on the date of the November,
2022, state-wide general election and shall issue the call and conduct that election as
provided by general law. The Secretary of State shall cause the date and purpose of the
election to be published once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof
in the official organ of each county in the state. The ballot shall have written or printed

thereon the words:

"( ) YES Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption from ad
() NO valorem taxes for all purposes in an amount equal to the amount by which
the current year assessed value of a homestead exceeds the adjusted base

year assessed value of such homestead?"

All persons desiring to vote for approval of the Act shall vote "Yes," and all persons desiring
to vote for rejection of the Act shall vote "No." If more than one-half of the votes cast on
such question are for approval of the Act, Section 2 of this Act shall become of full force and
effect on January 1, 2023. If the Act is not so approved or if the election is not conducted
as provided in this section, Section 2 of this Act shall not become effective and Section 2 of
this Act shall be automatically repealed on the first day of January immediately following
that election date. It shall be the duty of each county election superintendent to certify the

results thereof to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 9.
Except as otherwise provided in Section 8 of this Act, this Act shall become effective upon

its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval.

SECTION 10.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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