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Suly 27, 2020

The Honorable Phil Mendelson Chairman
Council of the District of Columbia
John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 504
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Chairman Mendelson:

In accordance with section 2 of the Confirmation Act of 1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C.
Law 2-142; D.C. Official Code § 1-523.01), and pursuant to section 2of the Uniform Interstate
Enforcement of Domestic Violence Protection Orders Act of 2002, effective April 11,
2003 (D.C. Law 14-296; D.C. Official Code § 16-1052), I am pleased to nominate the following
person:

Ms, Amelia French
13" Street NE

Washington, DC 20017
(Ward 5)

for appointment as a community representative memberofthe Domestic Violence Fatality
Review Board, replacing Laurie Kohn, for a term to end July 20, 2022.

Enclosed you will find biographical information detailing the experienceofthe above-mentioned
nominee, together with a proposed resolution to assist the Council during the confirmation
process.

I would appreciate the Council's earliest consideration of this nomination for confirmation.
Please do not hesitate to contact me, or Steven Walker, Director, Mayor's Office ofTalent and
Appointments, should the Council require additional information.

Sincgrely,

Mur}el Bowser
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fairman Phil Mendelson
at the request of the Mayor

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

To confirm the appointment of Ms. Amelia French to the Domestic Violence Fatality Review
Board.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this

resolution may be cited as the “Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board Amelia French

Confirmation Resolution of 2020”.

Sec. 2. The Councilofthe District of Columbia confirms the appointment of:

Ms. Amelia French
13th Street NE

Washington, DC 20017
(Ward 5)

as a community representative memberofthe Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board,

replacing Laurie Kohn, pursuant to section 2of the Uniform Interstate Enforcement of Domestic

Violence Protection Orders Actof 2002, effective April 11, 2003 (D.C. Law 14-296; D.C.

Official Code§ 16-1052), replacing Laurie Kohn, for a term to end July 20, 2022.

Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copyofthis resolution, upon its

adoption, to the nominee and to the Officeof theMayor.

Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
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Executive Office of the Mayor - OfficeofTalent and Appointments
John A. Wilson Building | 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 600 | Washington, DC 20004

Amelia French

Amelia C. French is a Staff Attorney and DC VOCA Fellow at
Tzedek DC, committed to serving marginalized communities
and the greater public interest.

Prior to working at Tzedek DC, Ms. French was a Volunteer
Attorney at both DC Volunteer Lawyers Project (DCVLP), and
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS). At DCVLP, she

represented victimsof domestic violence seeking divorces from
their abusive spouses and custodyoftheir children from abusive
former partners. At MVLS, Ms. French represented clients
petitioning for expungement of their criminal records, who were
often excluded from certain jobs and barred from certain
educational programs.

 

‘As a Student Attorney in the Community Development Law
Clinic (CDC), Ms. French represented low income District of Columbia housing cooperatives,
assisting these families in avoiding displacement. She received the Earl H. Davis Award from the
Jack and Lovell Olender Foundation for her demonstrated commitment to public interest law and
her exemplary performance in CDC.

A Ward 5 resident, Ms. French received a Juris Doctor from the University of the District of
Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law.
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Amelia C. French
ATTORNEY

 



04/2017-10/2017

Enforced the collective bargaining agreement by representing members in
employee disciplinary meetings.

'* Advocated on behalfofworkersin the hotel andfood service
industries,

‘© Lobbied DC Councilmembersto protectaffordable housing and
livingwagesin the DistrictofColumbia,

  
08/2015-12/2015

Wrotea25-page paper analyzinga Dominican Republic (DR) constitutional
court's decisiontostripindividuals of Haitian descentof their Dominican
birthright to citizenship. Paper calledfor economic sanctions against DR
becausethe order breached international law becauseit discriminated

againstchildren and descendants of Haitian immigrants, and called fo
economic sanctions.

  

01/2015-05/2015

Represented indigent DC housing cooperatives and small businessesin
transactional matters in the District of Columbia,

 

 + Preve
housing cooperative by negotiating with the DC Officeof Tax and
Revenue.

ted the initiation of tax foreclosure proceedings on a DC

  

 

   

* Wrote a proposal to the DepartmentofHousing and Community
Development requesting separation ofa blanket housing
cooperative mortgage.

‘© Advisedahousing cooperativeclient on whether-a co-owner or heir
had the legal right to sell a share in the housing cooperative 

 

TahirihJustice Center
751-9542    
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Office of the General Counsel to the Mayor

To: Ronan Gulstone, Steve Walker
Fro Betsy Cavendish
Date: March 2, 2020
Subject: Legal sufficiency reviewof a resolution nominating Amelia French to the

Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board

This is to Certify that this oftice has reviewed the above-referenced legislation and
found it to be legally unobjectionable.If you have any questions in this regard, please do not
hesitate to call me at 202-724-7681.

Llypren. A Gitendithe

Elizabeth Cavendish

 ‘The John A WilsonBuilding > 1580Pennsylvania Avenue, NW > Sule300 > Washington, DC 20004 > Office (202) 724-7681




