MURIEL BOWSER
MAYOR

r. 7‘- e "‘3
The Honorable Phil Mendelson
Chairman
Council of the District of Columbia
John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 504
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Chairman Mendelson:

In accordance with section 2 of the Confirmation Act of 1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-
142; D.C. Official Code § 1-523.01), and pursuant to section 305 of the Fiscal Year 2002 Budget
Support Act of 2001, effective October 3, 2001 (D.C. Law 14-28; D.C. Official Code § 2-1374). I am
pleased to nominate the following person:

Mr. Niranjan Adhikari
1234 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Apt 304
Washington, DC 20005
(Ward 2)

for appointment as a public member of the Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Community
Development. replacing Sapna Pandya. for a term ending April 17, 2020.

Enclosed. you will find biographical information detailing the experience of the above-mentioned
nominee, together with a proposed resolution to assist the Council during the confirmation

process.

I would appreciate the Council’s earliest consideration of this nomination for confirmation.
Please do not hesitate to contact me, or Steven Walker, Director, Mayor’s Office of Talent and
Appointments, should the Council require additional information.

Sincerely,

Murigl Bowser
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hairman Phil Mendelson
at the request of the Mayor

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Chairman Phil Mendelson, at the request of the Mayor, introduced the following resolution,
which was referred to the Committee on

To confirm the appointment of Mr. Niranjan Adhikari to the Commission on Asian and Pacific
Islander Community Development.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
resolution may be cited as the “Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Community
Development Niranjan Adhikari Confirmation Resolution of 2017”.

Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia confirms the appointment of:

Mr. Niranjan Adhikari

1234 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Apt 304
Washington, DC 20005
(Ward 2)

as a public member of the Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Community Development,
pursuant to section 305 of the Fiscal Year 2002 Budget Support Act of 2001, effective October 3,
2001 (D.C. Law 14-28; D.C. Official Code § 2-1374), replacing Sapna Pandya, for a term ending
April 17, 2020.

Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution,

upon its adoption, to the nominee and to the Office of the Mayor.

Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.



PROFILE: NIRANJAN ("Nir") ADHIKARI
Managing Attorney
ADHIKARI LAW PLLC

OVERVIEW

Nir is a local resident of North West Washington D.C. since last six and half year, and he started his law
firm in the city. He is a strong supporter and the activist for the cause of statchood for District Columbia
(aka, the State of New Columbia), and supports residents struggle for the full rights as the citizen. He is a
lawyer by profession and represents businesses and individuals on the matter of immigration and
nationality law and the international law. His law practice primarily focuses on immigration and
international law. His clients have included large multinational corporations, domestic corporations,
foreign corporations seeking business expansion in the U.S., entrepreneurs, and relatives of U.S. citizens
and permanent residents.

Throughout his career, Nir used his education and experience to support a variety of public interest and
pro-bono activities for diverse communities. He currently serves as the Secretary of the Executive Board
of the Durga Tempe, the oldest Hindu temple in Virginia, and was the Founder of a professional group,
the Washington Nepal Forum. Nir is actively engaged in community development and also writes
prolifically on current issues, provides clarity on immigration policy changes through his publications and
public events, and regularly publishes on his blog and social media.

Nir is a member of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, Asian Pacific American Bar
Association-District of Columbia (DC), American Bar Association (Section of International Law and the
India Committee), American Society of International Law, South Asian Bar Association, Network of
South Asian Professionals (NetSAP), and American Immigration Lawyers Association among others.

Nir is well traveled within Asia and internationally too. He is also an alumnus of Xiamen Academy of
International Law, China, have made presentations on legal issues in India, Bangladesh, the Netherlands.
He has briefly lived and worked in New Delhi and Mumbai in India as well as in The Hague, the
Netherlands. Nir is fluent in Asian languages such as Nepalese and Hindi and conversant in Bengali,
Urdu, Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Punjabi.
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Nir received his graduate degree in law from the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law. Prior
to that he received his undergraduate degree from Nepal and has certifications from various universities
and institutions from the Netherlands, China, India and Bangladesh.

Membership in Professional Associations

- National Asian Pacific American Bar Association
- Asian Pacific American Bar Association-District of Columbia (DC)
- South Asian Bar Association
- American Bar Association
o Section of International Law
o India Committee
- American Immigration Lawyers Association
- New York State Bar Association
o Corporate Law Section
o International Law Section
- Member, The Indus Entrepreneur (TiE)-DC
- Member, Network of South Asian Professionals

WORK EXPERIENCE

Before starting his boutique immigration law practice Nir worked at major immigration law firm where he
represented and advised multinational corporations, small and medium enterprises, and individuals on all
aspects of nonimmigrant and immigrant visa programs. After gaining extensive experience, Nir started a
successful law firm, Adhikari Law, PLLC. His experience of working on and developing his own law
practice has provided him the ability to understand the needs of a diverse group of clients having roots in
the Asian Pacific region and to provide workable solutions to resolve their issues. He is connected and
constantly engaged with the Asian community in Washington DC and its neighboring areas.

Throughout his legal career he has provided pro bono legal representation to local and national non-profit
organizations, has volunteered for the pro bono programs of the District of Columbia Bar and the Legal
Services Northern Virginia, and has volunteered in District of Columbia through Mayor’s office and the
Energy Bar Association.

In his early career Nir was a Research Fellow at American Antitrust Institute where he worked on issues
relating to financing of class action law suits, and recent trends in government enforcement of antitrust
law in the U.S. He also researched on the competition issues involved with the proposed merger between
United and Continental Airlines, and attended hearings and testimonies of the Institute's President before
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Representatives.

EDUCATION

University of California, Berkeley School of Law

Master of Laws (LL.M.), also received a Certificate in International Law, May 2010

Activities: Research Assistant to Professor David D. Caron; Associate Editor, Berkeley Journal of
International Law; member, International Law Society, Berkeley Energy & Resources Collaborative,
Student Organization for Advanced Legal Studies, Boalt Hall Committee for Human Rights.

Kathmandu School of Law, Nepal
Bachelor of Laws (LL.B. honors), June 2008
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Activities: team member, 2007 Jessup International Moot Court Competition (Washington DC) and team-
coach for the 2008 team; competitor, 6th Henry Dunant Memorial Moot Court Competition on
International Humanitarian Law; Editor-in-Chief, University Journal, 2007; President, International Law
Society; Secretary-General, Student Association of the University.

A D -

- Directed Studies on Private International Law, Hague Academy of International Law, The Hague,
the Netherlands, July 2009.

- Intern, Office of the Prosecutor at International Criminal Court in The Hague, the Netherlands,
2008.

- Summer Program on International Law, Xiamen (Asia) Academy of International Law, China,
July 2008.

- Communicating Freedom Workshop, Mumbai, India, August 2007.

- Summer School on Multinational and Transnational Corporations and Human Rights, Bangladesh,
December 2005.

- International Workshop on Cross Border Migration and Protection of Human Rights among
Neighboring Countries in the South Asia, organized by International Organization for Migration
(IOM), United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR), Dhaka, Bangladesh,
December 2005.

- Intern, Ministry of Law & Justice of Nepal, Kathmandu, September 2007- Feb2008.

- Research Intern, Center for Civil Society, New Delhi, India, November 2005.

LANGUAGES
e Native level fluency in English, Nepali, Hindi; and conversant in Maithili, Bhojpuri, Urdu and Punjabi,
and basic in French and Sanskrit.

e Secretary of the Executive Boar f e urga Temple, the oldest Hindu temple in Virginia.
¢ Volunteered for DC Bar for it’s pro bono programs.

e Volunteered for pro bono programs of Legal Services Northern Virginia, Fairfax, VA on family law
cases.

¢ Volunteered for Catholic Charities on U visa matters.

e Involved in the Habitat Building for homeless families of Washington, D.C. and Tree Planting drive of
Energy Bar Association.

e Volunteered as the Judge for the International Rounds of Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court
Competition, Washington, DC since 2010- present.

¢ Founder, Washington Nepal Forum, a network of young Nepalese professionals.

e Organized outreach events in Nepal for the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice of the NYU
School of Law, New York, NY.

Nir blogs at adhikarilaw.blogspot.com and at facebook.com/adhikarilawfirm/, and twitts at @Nir_Adhikari

[References available upon request]
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Executive Office of the Mayor - Office of Talent and Appointments
John A. Wilson Building | 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 600 | Washington, DC 20004

Niranjan Adhikari

Mr. Niranjan Adhikari is the Managing Attorney with
Adhikari Law PLLC.

Mr. Adhikari represents businesses and individuals on the
matter of immigration and nationality law and international
law  while also representing large multinational
corporations, domestic corporations, foreign corporations
seeking business expansion in the U.S., entrepreneurs, and
relatives of U.S. citizens and permanent residents. He is
actively engaged in community development and also
writes on current issues, advises on immigration policy
changes through his publications and public events.

Mr. Adhikari is a member of the National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association, Asian Pacific American Bar
Association-District of Columbia (DC), American Bar Association (Section of International Law
and the India Committee), American Society of International Law, South Asian Bar Association,
Network of South Asian Professionals (NetSAP), and American Immigration Lawyers
Association among others.

A Ward 2 resident, Mr. Adhikri received a Bachelor of Laws from Kathmadu School of Law in
Nepal and a Master of Laws from the University of California, Berkeley School of Law.




GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Executive Office of Mayor Muriel Bowser
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Office of the General Counsel to the Mayor

To: Lolita Alston, Steve Walker

From: Betsy Cavendish

Date: May 1, 2017

Subject: Legal sufficiency review of resolutions nominating Niranjan Adhikari, Janet

Namkung, Elena Son, and Julie Won to the Commission on Asian and Pacific
Islander Community Development

ThlS iS to C@ftlf}’ that this office has reviewed the above-referenced legislation and

found them to be legally unobjectionable. If you have any questions in this regard, please do not
hesitate to call Karuna Seshasai, Deputy General Counsel, Executive Office of the Mayor, at
202-724-1303, or me at 202-724-7681.

Elizabeth Cavendish

The John A. Wilson Building = 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  »  Suite 300 = Washington, D.C. 20004 =+ Office (202) 724-7681



