June 26, 2023

The Honorable Phil Mendelson

Chairman

Council of the District of Columbia

John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 504
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Chairman Mendelson:

Enclosed for consideration and enactment by the Council of the District of Columbia is the “Dental
Hygiene and Dental Assistants Scope of Practice Amendment Act of 2023.” This legislation will modify
the scope of practice of dental hygiene to authorize dental hygienists to perform additional functions. It
will also modify the scope of practice of dental assistants to include assisting a licensed dental hygienist;
authorize dental assistants to perform specified duties under general or indirect supervision; and clarify
who is required to be registered as a dental assistant.

As a whole, the legislation will help increase access to care for District residents in need of oral
healthcare treatment and services. Also, by clarifying who is required to register as a dental assistant, the
legislation will help prevent individuals from circumventing training and registration requirements.

I urge the Council to take prompt and favorable action on the enclosed legislation.

Sincerely,
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Legal Counsel Division

MEMORANDUM

TO: Phillip Husband
General Counsel
District of Columbia Department of Health

FROM: Megan D. Browder
Deputy Attorney General
Legal Counsel Division

DATE: March 23, 2023

SUBJECT: Legal Sufficiency Review of Draft Bill, the “Dental Hygiene and
Dental Assistance Scope of Practice Amendment Act of 2023
(AD-23-229)

ThiS is to Certify that this Office has reviewed the above-referenced

legislation and has found it to be legally sufficient. If you have any questions
regarding this certification, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 724-5524.

MegoriDoads

Megan D. Browder

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 409, Washington, D.C. 20004 Phone: (202) 724-5524 Email an.br  T:a@de.gov




Government of the District of Columbia
Office of the Chief Financial Officer
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Eliises

Glen Lee
Chief Financial Officer

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Phil Mendelson
Chairman, Council of the District of Columbia

FROM: Glen Lee
Chief Financial Officer /M

DATE: April 4,2023

SUBJECT: Fiscal Impact Statement - Dental Hygiene and Dental Assistants Scope
of Practice Amendment Act of 2023

REFERENCE: Draft Introduction as provided to the Office of Revenue Analysis on
March 23,2023

Conclusion

Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2023 budget and proposed fiscal year 2024 through fiscal year
2027 budget and financial plan to implement the bill.

Background

The bill expands! the scope of practice for dental hygiene in the District of Columbia to increase
access to care for residents. Specifically, the bill allows dental hygienists to:

Apply pit and fissure sealants;

Place and remove periodontal dressings;

Administer vaccinations under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist;

Prescribe topical prescription or over-the-counter fluoride preparations and topical
antimicrobial oral rinses, under the supervision of a licensed dentist;

Perform blood glucose testing;

Place or remove temporary restorations and crowns;

Take study cast impressions;

Remove sutures; and

Practice under the supervision of a dentist in long-term care facilities.

1 By amending The District of Columbia Health Occupations Revision Act of 1985, effective March 25, 1986
(D.C. Law 6-99; D.C. Official Code § 3-1201.01 et seq.).
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The Honorable Phil Mendelson
FIS: “Dental Hygiene and Dental Assistants Scope of Practice Amendment Act of 2023,” Draft Introduction as
provided to the Office of Revenue Analysis on March 23, 2023

The bill also expands the scope of practice for dental assistants in the District of Columbia by allowing
assistants to assist licensed dental hygienists and perform specified duties under general or indirect
supervision.

Financial Plan Impact
Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2023 budget and proposed fiscal year 2024 through fiscal year
2027 budget and financial plan to implement the bill. The Board of Dentistry already regulates the

practice of dentistry and dental hygiene in the District. No additional resources are required to
regulate the expanded practice of dental hygienists and dental assistants.
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