April 11, 2023

The Honorable Phil Mendelson

Chairman

Council of the District of ~ >lumbia

John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 504
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Chairman Mendelson:

Enclosed for the Council of the District of Columbia’s consideration and enactment, please find the
“Child and Family Services Agency Investigation Completion Amendment Act of 2023”. The
legislation, if enacted, will extend the timefran for completing abuse and neglect investigations from 30
to 45 days, unless the allegation involves a child fatality, sex trafficking, or care in a foster home, group
home, or licensed day care facility. In these cases, the deadline would be extended to 60 days.

Abuse and neglect investigations are currently required to | :ompleted within 30 days. However, the
investigation process has changed considerably over the years with social workers gathering more
information but the timeframes for gathering information and engaging with children, families and other
necessary contacts has not changed. Certain investigations such as those involving child fatalities, sex
trafficking, and reports of abuse or neglect in institutional settings require even longer-term engagement
and service provisions. ~ tending the timeframe will improve the overall quality of investigations by
ensuring social workers have the time to collect necessary information and provic services to children
and families.

Through this legislation, the District can continue to serve children and families. I urge Council to enact
the “Child and Family Services Agency Investigation Completion Amendment Act of 2023”.

Sincerely,

urie] Bowser

Enclodures '
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“(3) Sex trafficking or ! e form of trafficking in persons, as those terms are
defined in section 103(12) and (11)(A) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,
approved January 9, 2019 (132 Stat, 5503; 22 U.S.C. § 7102(12) and (11)(A));

“(4) A commercial sex act, as that term is defined in section 101(4) of the
Prohibition Against Human Trafficking Amendment Act of 2010, effective October 23, 2010
(D.C. Law 18-239; D.C. Official Code § 22-1831(4)); or

“(5) Sex trafficking of children, as described in section 104 of the Prohibition
Against Human . .afficking Amendment Act of 2010, effective October 23, 2010 ...C. Law 18-
239; D.C. Official Code § =~ 1834).”.

Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the commit  report as the fiscal
impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975,
approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 4.  fective date.

This act shall take effect following approval by tt  Mayor (or in the event of v 0 by the
Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as
provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; ™ C. ~ “ficial Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of

Columbia Register.










