
M u r i e l B o w s e r
Mayor t):.: I 7 7018

The Honorable Phil Mendelson
C h a i r m a n
Council of the District of Columbia
1350 Pennsylvania Ave., NW. Suite 506
Washington. D.C. 20004

Dear Chairman Mendelson:

Enclosed for consideration and approval by the Council of the District of Columbia is a bill
entitled the "Landlord Accountability through Expedited Receivership Amendment Act of
2 0 1 8 . "

This bill amends D.C. Official Code § 42-3651.01. et seq., the Tenant Receivership Act, by
strengthening and expediting the rent receivership process to hold landlords accountable for
living conditions that pose serious threats to the health, safety, or security of tenants. The
measures contained in this bill will empower the District, to act more quickly, more accountably,
and with tougher enforcement tools to improve the lives of the Districf s most vulnerable tenant
populations.

The proposed legislation:
■ Creates a permissive statutory mechanism whereby the Mayor may submit a written

request asking the Office of the Attorney General (GAG) to petition the Superior
Court to appoint a receiver, giving the GAG has 5 business days to either file a
petition for receivership, or notify the Mayor that GAG is declining to file a petition;■ Shortens the statutory time for the Court hearing on the petition from 30 days to 10;

■ Eliminates the 14-day expiration date for an order of receivership entered ex pane;
■ Requires the Court to retain and monitor all cases, including those where the Court

accepts the landlord's abatement plan, until all conditions are abated;
■ Permits the Court to order any "owner" to contribute funds in excess of the rents

received, to fund the abatement, reimburse the District, relocate tenants, and to
operate and maintain the building while in receivership;■ Defines an "owner" as any person or entity with "charge, care, or control of the
subject rental accommodation, whether as owner or member, in whole or in part, of
the legally titled owner:" and

■ Requires that all expenses associated with the District's abatement, and all fines,
infractions, or penalties from code violations, be paid in full before a receivership can
be terminated.






















