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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING A MEDICAL EXEMPTION FROM TIERED ELECTRICITY
RATES.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If thishill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

The bill requires the public utilities commission to adopt rules by
November 1, 2013, to exempt customerswith certain medical conditions
fromtiered electricity rates. Only customerswho have an annual income
of less than 60% of the median area income may qualify for this
exemption. The bill establishes that fraudulent receipt of or application
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for this exemption constitutes theft.
If the commission fails to adopt rules by November 1, 2013, the
medical exemption from tiered electricity rates takes effect on that date.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 40-3-103.5

asfollows:

40-3-103.5. M edical exemption -tiered electricity rates-rules.

essentraHifesupportdeviee: (1) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF

ARTICLES1TO7OFTHISTITLETOTHE CONTRARY, THE COMMISSION SHALL

ADOPT RULESBY JANUARY 31, 2014, TOCREATEAN EXEMPTION FROM ANY

TIERED ELECTRICITY RATE PLAN BASED ON A CUSTOMER'S MEDICAL

CONDITION. THE RULES MUST IMPLEMENT THE MEDICAL EXEMPTION BY

JUNE 1, 2014. THE COMMISSION MAY CONSIDER IN ITS RULES HOW THE

COST OF PROVIDING THIS EXEMPTION MAY BE ASSESSED BY THE PUBLIC

UTILITY ON OTHER CUSTOMERS.

Q) THE COMMISSION MAY DETERMINE THE DEFINITION OF

"MEDICAL CONDITION"; EXCEPT THAT THE DEFINITION MUST INCLUDE

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS, EPILEPSY, QUADRIPLEGIA, AND PARAPLEGIA.

(3) IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT A MEANS TEST IS

NECESSARY FORTHEMEDICAL EXEMPTION, THE COMMISSION SHALL USENO

LESSTHAN TWOHUNDRED FIFTY PERCENT OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL

ASTHEMAXIMUM INCOMEA CUSTOMERMAY HAVETOBEELIGIBLEFORTHE

MEDICAL EXEMPTION.

(4) IFTHE LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ISUSED TO

CERTIFY ELIGIBILITY, THEMEDICAL EXEMPTION UNDERTHISSECTION MUST
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BE DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THE HEAT ASSISTANCE BENEFITS OFFERED

UNDER THE LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BECAUSE THESE

PROGRAMS MAY HAVE DIFFERENT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 2. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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