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A BILL FOR AN ACT
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Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://leg.colorado.gov.)

The bill specifies that for harassment that is bias-motivated or a
bias-motivated crime, the bias motivation only needs to be part of the
defendant's motivation in committing the crime.

The bill makes the crime of harassment when the harassment is
bias-motivated a victim rights act crime, which provides a victim certain
statutory rights.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:1

SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-9-111, amend (2)2

as follows:3

18-9-111.  Harassment - Kiana Arellano's law. (2)  Harassment4

pursuant to subsection (1) of this section is a class 3 misdemeanor; except5

that harassment is a class 1 misdemeanor if the offender commits6

harassment pursuant to subsection (1) of this section with the intent to7

intimidate or harass another person, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, because of that8

person's actual or perceived race; color; religion; ancestry; national9

origin; physical or mental disability, as defined in section 18-9-121 (5)(a);10

or sexual orientation, as defined in section 18-9-121 (5)(b).11

SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-9-121, amend (2)12

introductory portion as follows:13

18-9-121.  Bias-motivated crimes. (2)  A person commits a14

bias-motivated crime if, with the intent to intimidate or harass another15

person, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, because of that person's actual or perceived16

race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, physical or mental17

disability, or sexual orientation, he or she:18

SECTION 3.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 24-4.1-302, add19

(1)(cc.4) as follows:20

24-4.1-302.  Definitions. As used in this part 3, and for no other21

purpose, including the expansion of the rights of any defendant:22

(1)  "Crime" means any of the following offenses, acts, and23

violations as defined by the statutes of the state of Colorado, whether24

committed by an adult or a juvenile:25

(cc.4)  HARASSMENT THAT IS BIAS-MOTIVATED, IN VIOLATION OF26

SECTION 18-9-111 (2);27
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SECTION 4.  Applicability. This act applies to offenses2

committed on or after the effective date of this act.3

SECTION 5.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,4

determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate5

preservation of the public peace, health, or safety.6
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