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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING THE REPEAL OF EXISTING RESTRICTIONS ON THE ABILITY
OF A LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE CERTAIN ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If thishill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://leg.colorado.gov/.)

Cities, counties, special districts, and other local governments
(local government) are currently prohibited, with certain limited
exceptions, from providing cable television, telecommunications service,
or high-speed internet access without first seeking voter approval. A local
government that does provide any of these services is further required to

Shading denotes HOUSE amendment. Double underlining denotes SENATE amendment.
Capital |ettersindicate new material to be added to existing statute.
Dashes through the words indicate deletions from existing statute.
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comply with all state and federal laws and regulations governing the
service and prohibited from granting certain preferences or discriminating
in connection with providing the service.

The bill repeals these restrictions on the provision of cable
television, telecommunications service, or high-speed internet access by
a local government.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal part 1 of

article 27 of title 29 as follows:

29-27-101. Legislative declaration. (H—Thegeneral-assembly

29-27-102. Definitions. Asusedirthisartrclteuntess-thecontext
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29-27-103.  Limitations on providing cable television,

telecommunications, and advanced services. {HExceptasprovidedn
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SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal part 2 of

article 27 of title 29 as follows:

29-27-201. Vote - referendum. (H—Beforeatocatgovernment

29-27-202. Exemption for unserved areas. {(bh—ZA—tocat
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SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal part 3 of
article 27 of title 29 as follows:
29-27-301. General operating limitations. (H)—A—tocat
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29-27-302. Scope of article. (H—Nothingmthis-artreteshalt-be
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SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-20-603, amend
(1)(a) as follows:

30-20-603. Improvements and funding authorized - how
instituted - conditions. (1) (a) A district may be formed in accordance
with the requirements of this part 6 for the purpose of constructing,
installing, acquiring, or funding, in whole or in part, any public
improvement, so long as the county that forms the district is authorized
to provide such improvement or provide for such funding under the
county's home rule charter, if any, or the laws of this state. Public
improvements or the funding thereof shall not include any facility
identified in section 30-20-101 (8) or (9). No such district shall provide
the same improvement as an existing special district within the territory
of such existing special district unless the existing special district

consents. The improvements authorized by this part 6 may consist,
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without limitation, of constructing, grading, paving, pouring, curbing,
guttering, lining, or otherwise improving the whole or any part of any
street or providing street lighting, drainage facilities, or service
improvements, in the unincorporated area of a county or wholly or partly
within the boundaries of any municipality within the county if such
municipality consents by ordinance to such improvements. If
improvements within a municipality are so included in a county
improvement district by municipal consent, the county shall have full
authority to construct or acquire such improvements, to assess property
within such municipality benefited by such improvements, and to enforce
and collect such assessments, in the manner provided in this part 6. The
improvements authorized by this part 6 may include, without limitation,
the construction of sidewalks adjacent to any such streets or maintenance
roads adjacent to any such drainage facilities. Prior to the establishment
of any improvement district for the purpose of providing street lighting,
arrangements, by contract or otherwise, must be established under which
the owners of property included within such district shall be responsible
for the maintenance and operation of such street lighting improvement.
The costs of maintenance and operation of such street lighting
improvements shall not be paid from the county general fund. Drainage
facilities shall not be provided in any area which is within an existing
drainage district organized or created pursuant to law without the
approval of such district. The term "service" as used in this paragraph<a)
SUBSECTION (1)(a) includes the services provided by a public utility as

defined in section 40-1-103, €R-S;as—welas—advanced—service—as

*9

defmed-msection29=27=1021(2); € R-S; telecommunications service as
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defined in section 40-15-102 (29), €R-S5; geothermal heat suppliers as
defined in section 40-40-103, €R-S; and information service as defined
in 47 U.S.C. sec. 153 (20), or any successor section.

SECTION 5. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act
takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August
9, 2017, if adjournment sine die is on May 10, 2017); except that, if a
referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the
state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act
within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect
unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in
November 2018 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the

official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.
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