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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING A REDUCTION IN GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IN101

COLORADO, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, REQUIRING102
THAT, BY THE YEAR 2050, STATEWIDE GREENHOUSE GAS103
EMISSIONS BE REDUCED BY EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE LEVELS OF104
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS THAT EXISTED IN THE YEAR 2005.105

Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://leg.colorado.gov.)

The bill requires that, by the year 2050, statewide greenhouse gas
emissions be reduced by at least 80% of the levels of greenhouse gas
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emissions that existed in the year 2005.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:1

SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 24-20-111.5 as2

follows:3

24-20-111.5.  Reduce greenhouse gas emissions statewide -4

legislative declaration - definition. (1)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY5

HEREBY FINDS, DETERMINES, AND DECLARES THAT:6

(a)  CLIMATE CHANGE IS OCCURRING AND IT IS DUE TO7

ANTHROPOGENIC EMISSIONS;8

(b)  CLIMATE CHANGE ADVERSELY AFFECTS COLORADO'S9

ECONOMY, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND WAY OF LIFE;10

(c)  WE MUST WORK TOGETHER TO REDUCE COLORADO'S11

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IN ORDER TO LIMIT THE INCREASE IN THE12

GLOBAL AVERAGE TEMPERATURE TO BETWEEN ONE AND ONE-HALF TO13

TWO DEGREES CELSIUS, WHICH LIMITED INCREASE WOULD SIGNIFICANTLY14

REDUCE THE RISKS AND EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE;15

(d)  BY REDUCING GREENHOUSE GASES, COLORADO WILL ALSO16

REDUCE OTHER KEY AIR POLLUTANTS, WHICH WILL, IN TURN, IMPROVE17

PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT; AND18

(e)  IN ADDITION TO REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS,19

CLIMATE POLICIES CAN SPUR INNOVATION, DRIVE INVESTMENTS IN20

LESS-POLLUTING TECHNOLOGIES, AND ENABLE A TRANSITION TO A21

MODERN, RESILIENT, AND ECONOMICALLY VIBRANT SOCIETY.22

(2)  AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "GREENHOUSE GAS" MEANS THE23

GASES THAT MAY BE REPORTED TO THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY24

PURSUANT TO 10 CFR PART 300.25
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(3) (a)  ON OR BEFORE THE YEAR 2050, THE STATEWIDE EMISSIONS1

OF GREENHOUSE GASES SHALL BE REDUCED IN COLORADO BY AT LEAST2

EIGHTY PERCENT BELOW THE LEVELS OF GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS3

THAT EXISTED IN THE YEAR 2005, AND THE REDUCED LEVELS OF4

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS SHALL BE MAINTAINED AT OR BELOW THE5

REDUCED LEVELS THEREAFTER.6

(b)  COLORADO SHALL HAVE STATEWIDE PROGRAMS IN PLACE TO7

MEET THE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS TARGET SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION8

(3)(a) OF THIS SECTION.9

SECTION 2.  Act subject to petition - effective date. This act10

takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the11

ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August12

8, 2018, if adjournment sine die is on May 9, 2018); except that, if a13

referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the14

state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act15

within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect16

unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in17

November 2018 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the18

official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.19
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