
HOUSE BILL 16-1141 

BY REPRESENT ATIVE(S) Becker K. and Coram, Arndt, Court, Duran, 
Esgar, Garnett, Gina], Hamner, Kraft-Tharp, Lontine, Mitsch Bush, 
Moreno, Winter, Hullinghorst; 
also SENATOR(S) Jahn and Roberts, Guzman, Heath, Jones, Kefalas, 
Kerr, Martinez Humenik, Merrifield, Newell, Todd. 

CONCERNING TIIE PROTECTION OF COLORADO RESIDENTS FROM TIIE 
HAZARDS ASSOCIATED WITH NATURALLY OCCURRING RADIOACTIVE 

MATERIALS IN BUILDINGS, AND IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, MAKING 

AN APPROPRIATION. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado: 

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 25-11-114 as 
follows: 

25-11-114. Legislative declaration-publiceducation regarding 
radon gas - assistance to low-income individuals for radon mitigation 
in their homes. (1) THE GENERAL ASSEMBL y FINDS, DETERMINES, AND 

DECLARES THAT: 

(a) RADON, AN ODORLESS, COLORLESS, RADIOACTIVE GAS, IS THE 

LEADING CAUSE OF LUNG CANCER DEATHS AMONG NONSMOKERS IN THE 

Cap ital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words indicate 
deletions from existing statutes and such material not part of act. 



NATION AND IS THE SECOND LEADING CAUSE OF LUNG CANCER DEATHS 

OVERALL; 

(b) RADON ORI GINA TES FROM THE DECAY OF NATURALLY 

OCCURRING URANIUM IN COLORADO GRANITE, SOIL, AND BEDROCK AND 

CAN ACCUMULATE IN STRUCTURES AT DANGEROUS RISK LEVELS TO 

HUMANS; 

( c) INDOOR RADON RANKS AMONG THE MOST SERIOUS 

ENVIRON1v1ENT AL HEAL TH PROBLEMS; 

( d) COLORADO RANKS SEVENTH IN THE NATION FOR HIGHEST 

POTENTIAL RADON RISK; 

(e) ALL OF COLORADO'S COUNTIES ARE AT HIGH RISK FOR RADON 

AND FIFTY PERCENT OF COLORADO HOMES HA VE RADON LEVELS THAT 

SHOULD BE MITIGATED; 

(f) AN ESTIMATED FIVE HUNDRED COLORADANS DIE FROM 

RADON-INDUCED LUNG CANCER ANNUALLY, CAUSING MORE DEATHS THAN 

DRUNK DRIVING, HOUSE FIRES, CARBON MONOXIDE, AND DROWNING 

COMBINED; AND 

(g) INCREASED EDUCATION AND AWARENESS OF THE HARMFUL 

EFFECTS OF RADON EXPOSURE WILL HELP SA VE THE LIVES OF COLORADANS 

AND REDUCE THE BURDEN OF HEAL TH CARE COSTS FROM RADON-INDUCED 

LUNG CANCER. 

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A RADON EDUCATION AND 
AWARENESS PROGRAM. AS A PART OF THE PROGRAM, THE DEPARTMENT 

SHALL: 

(a) PROVIDE RADON INFORMATION AND EDUCATION STATEWIDE TO 

CITIZENS, BUSINESSES, AND OTHERS IN NEED OF INFORMATION; 

(b) WORK COLLABORATIVELY WITH RADON CONTRACTORS AND 

CITIZENS TO RESOLVE QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS REGARDING THE 

INSTALLATION OF SAFE, HEALTHY, AND EFFICIENT RADON MITIGATION 

SYSTEMS; AND 
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( c) COLLABORATE WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION ON BEST PRACTICES FOR RADON MITIGATION STRATEGIES. 

(3) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 
ESTABLISH A RADON MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO PROVIDE 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO LOW-INCOME lNDIVIDUALS FOR RADON 
MITIGATION IN THEIR HOMES. THE STA TE BOARD OF HEAL TH SHALL SET THE 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

(4) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL USE MONEY IN THE HAZARDOUS 
SUBSTANCE RESPONSE FUND, ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 25-16-104.6, TO 
FINANCE THE RADON EDUCATION AND AWARENESS PROGRAM AND THE 
RADON MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 25-16-104.5, amend 
(1. 7) (b) (II) as follows: 

25-16-104.5. Solid waste user fee - imposed - rate - direction -
legislative declaration - repeal. (1.7) (b) (II) The portions of the fee 
imposed under this subsection (1. 7) that are collected for the costs 
described in subparagraphs (II) and (III) of paragraph (a) of this subsection 
(1. 7) shall be transmitted to the department for deposit into the hazardous 
substance response fund created in section 25-16-104.6. The department 
may expend moneys MONEY from the portion of the fee collected under 
subparagraph (III) of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1.7) to compensate 
the department of law for all or a portion of the expenses incurred for 
services rendered under the federal act, as billed to the department by the 
department oflaw. THE DEPARTMENT MA y EXPEND MONEY FROM THE FEES 
COLLECTED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION (1.7) TO FINANCE THE RADON 
EDUCATION AND AWARENESS PROGRAM, ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 
25-11-114 (2), AND THE RADON MITIGATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, 
ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 25-11-114 (3). 

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-29-116, amend (3) 
(a) and (6); and repeal (4) as follows: 

39-29-116. Uranium mill tailings remedial action program fund 
- creation - oversight committee - repeal. (3) (a) The state treasurer may 
accept and credit to the uranium mill tailings remedial action program fund 
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any donations received by the state for the express purpose of projects for 
the cleanup of uranium mill tailings. The donations may include any 
amounts made available from the local government severance tax fund and 
the local government mineral impact fund as directed by the executive 
director of the department of local affairs pursuant to section 39-29-110 
and section 34-63-102, C.R.S. and with the apptcnal of the ove1sight 
connxrittee as created in subsection (4) of this section. It is the intent of the 
general assembly that a minimum of six million dollars be retained in the 
local government severance tax fund and the local government mineral 
impact fund for grants and loans to local communities. 

( 4) (a) There is heteby c1eated a maninm mill tailings remedial 
action ove1sight connnittcc, rcfened to in this subsection (4) as the 
"oversight connnittcc". The ovctsight eonnnittcc shall consist of five 
membe1s as set forth in paragraph (a.5) of this subsection (4). The 
dcparbnent of public health and en\1homnent shall annually report on or 
bef01e Septembc1 15 of each year to the ovctsight connnittcc at a meeting 
called by the chanperson of the ovctsight connnittec on the p1ogiess of the 
eleannp of manimn mill tailing sites po1snant to the manium mill tailh1gs 
1emediai action progiarn, the proposed and finai ttm1sfcrs 01 disposition of 
the land ofmty ofthe sites, the proposed p1ogimn activities, m1y dnect mid 
indil:ect costs associated with the monito1ing, notification, and hm1dlll1g of 
designated uranium mill tailings that ate authorized in section 25-11-303, 
e .R.S., m1d fmm1cing reqnested for the next fiscal yeru . The Ovetsight 
co1nn1ittee shall 1cview such 1cpoit mid obtain an, additional info1mation 
it needs in ordet to ptcprue a 1eco11nucndation to the joint budget 
committee on the p1 oposed fu11dn1g amounts and som ccs fo1 tl1e next fiscal 
yeru. The reeonnnendation shall be made within forey=five days of the 
oversight cotrunittee meeting at -which the dcpmhnent ofpnblic heaith mid 
en" itomncnt presents its annnal report. 

(a.5) (I) Repealed. 

(II) On and after July l, 2007, the o vet sight connnittee shall consist 
of the ex:centi v e director of the dcpru tment oflocal affairs mid one membe1 
appointed by the spcake1 of the house of1ep1csentatives, by the minoticy 
leader of the honse of1cp1esentati"cs, b:Y the p1esident of the senate, and 
by the minority lcade1 oftl1e senate. All ofthe legislative members shall be 
fi om distt icts that inclnde tll aninm mill tailing sites designated fo1 clcanop 
unde1 the fede1al "Uranittm :Mill Taifo1gs Radiation Conttol Act of 1978", 
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42 U.S.C. see. 7901 et seq., as amended. Dnting odd-nnmbered yeats, the 
member appointed by the president of the senate shaH be the chairperson 
ofthe over sight committee at1d the membet appointed by the speaket of the 
house of representatives shall be the dce-chaitperson of the ove1sight 
co1mnittee, and, dm ing e v en-n timbered y eats, the member appointed bji the 
speaker of the honse of representatives shall be the chairperson of the 
ovetsight committee and the membet appointed bji the president of the 
senate shall be the viee-ehaitpe1so11 of the oversight eonnnittec. 

(b) The te1ms of the members appoh1tcd by the speaker of the house 
of1epresentatives, the p1esident of the senate, the mino1ity leader of the 
honse, and the minority leader of the senate and ~ho ate appointed 
pmsnantto subparagiaph (II) ofparag1aph (a.5) of this subsection (4) shall 
be extended to and ex:phc on 01 shall terminate on the convening date of 
the fnst rcgnlar session of the six:cy-seventh general assemblji. As soon as 
practicable after such con 9 cning date, the speaker, the pt esident, the 
minority lead et of the house, at1d the minor icy leader of the senate shall 
appoint en reappoint mentbe1 s in the same manne1 as pt o v ided in pat agr aph 
(a.5) ofthis snbsection (4). Thereaftet, the terms ofthe membets appoh1ted 
or reappointed b)1 the speaker, the president, the mino1ity leadet of the 
honse, and the minority leader of the senate shall ex-pile on the c01nenh1g 
date of the first rcgnlat session of each general assembl)1, at1d all 
subsequent appointments at1d 1 eappointments by the speakc1, the president, 
the minc1ity leader of the house, and the minority leader C'Jfthc senate shall 
be made as soon as practicable afte1 snch eo1n ening date. The pe1son 
making the origi:I1al appoh1tment or reappointment shall fill at1y vacancy by 
appointment for the remainder ofar1 onex:-phed term. Oversight connnittee 
members appointed 01 1cappointed by the speakex, the pxesident, the 
mh1otity leader of the hoose, and the minority leadc1 of the senate shall 
set v eat the pleaswe of the appointing autho1ity attd shall conthme h1 office 
until the member's snccesso1 is appointed. 

(c) The legislati9e men1bers of the oversight connnittee shall be 
1cimbnrsed for necessatJ ex:-penses in eomrection with tl1e pc1fonnance of 
tl1eir doties, including attendat1ce at a meeting of the joint budget 
committee to present the over sight connnittee's r econnnendations, and shall 
be paid the satne pet diem as othet members of inte1im committees in 
attendance at meetings. 

(6) This section is repealed, effective July 1, Z6tT 2027. 
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SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 25-16-104.6, amend 
(2) introductory portion; and add (2) (h) as follows: 

25-16-104.6. Fund established - administration - revenue 
sources - use. (2) The general assembly may appropriate up to two and 
one-half percent of the moneys MONEY in the hazardous substance response 
fund for the department's costs of administration and its costs of collection 
of fees or civil penalties pursuant to section 25-16-104.5. In addition, the 
department is authorized, subject to appropriation by the general assembly, 
to use the moneys MONEY in the fund for the following purposes: 

(h) TO FINANCE THERADONEDUCA TION ANDA WARENESS PROGRAM, 
ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 25-11-114 (2), AND THE RADON MITIGATION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 25-11-114 (3). 

SECTION 5. Appropriation. (I) Forthe2016-l 7 state fiscal year~ 
$199,456 is appropriated to the department of public health and 
environment for use by the hazardous materials and waste management 
division. This appropriation is from the hazardous substance response fund 
created in section 25-16-104.6 (1) (a), C.R.S. To implement this act, the 
division may use this appropriation as follows: 

(a) $48,803 for personal services related to radiation management, 
which amount is based on an assumption that the division will require an 
additional 0.8 FTE; and 

(b) $150,653 for operating expenses related to radiation 
management. 

SECTION 6. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act 
takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the 
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August 
IO, 2016, if adjournment sine die is on May 11, 2016); except that, if a 
referendum petition is filed pursuant to section I (3) of article V of the state 
constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within 
such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect unless 
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approved by the people at the general election to be held in November 2016 
and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official declaration of 
the vote thereon by the governor. 

~~__...._.__...._~--===-._-:::=:..._~ 
Dickey Lee Hullinghorst Bill L. Cadman 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF 
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE 

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APPROVED !!Jr l Jtvl 

~<>- -
Effie Ameen 

SECRETARY OF 
THE SENATE 

ickenlooper 
OR OF THE STATE OF COLO 

PAGE 7-HOUSE BILL 16-1141 


