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HB 2585: school open enrollment; tribal students 

Sponsor: Representative Garcia, LD 8 

Committee on Education 

Overview 

Includes, in the definition of resident transfer pupil as it relates to open enrollment, a pupil 

whose residence is on tribal land and who is enrolled in or seeking enrollment in a school 

that is within one of the three closest school districts to the pupil's residence. 

History 

School district governing boards must establish and implement an open enrollment policy, 

which is a policy to allow a: 1) resident pupil (pupil whose residence is within the attendance 

area of a school) to enroll in any school located within other school districts; 2) resident 

transfer pupil (resident pupil who is enrolled in or seeking enrollment in a school that is 

within the school district but outside the attendance area of the pupil's residence) to enroll 

in any school within the school district; and 3) nonresident pupil (pupil who resides in Arizona 

and who is enrolled in or is seeking enrollment in a school district that they do not reside in) 

to enroll in any school within the school district (A.R.S. § 15-816) 

A school district must enroll at any time any resident pupil who applies for enrollment to the 

school district. A school district must give enrollment preference to and reserve capacity for: 

1) resident pupils; 2) pupils returning to the school from the prior year; and 3) siblings of 

enrolled pupils. A school district may enrollment preference to children who: 1) are in foster 

care; 2) are unaccompanied youth; 3) attend a closing school; 4) are the children of a U.S. 

Armed Forces member who is on active duty or was killed in the line of duty. A school district 

may give enrollment preference to and reserve capacity for: 1) pupils who are the children of 

school district employees; 2) resident transfer pupils and their siblings; and 3) pupils who 

meet additional criteria established by the school district governing board (A.R.S. § 15-

816.01). 

Provisions 

1. Expands the definition of resident transfer pupil, as it relates to open enrollment, to 

include a pupil: 

a) whose residence is located on tribal land; and  

b) who is enrolled in or seeking enrollment in a school that is within one of the three 

closest school districts to the pupil's residence, other than the school district in which 

the pupil resides. (Sec. 1) 

2. Determines the closest school districts to the pupil's residence by calculating the shortest 

distance from the pupil's residence to the boundaries of each school district. (Sec. 1) 

3. Defines tribal land. (Sec. 1) 

☐ Prop 105 (45 votes)      ☐ Prop 108 (40 votes)      ☐ Emergency (40 votes) ☐ Fiscal Note 

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/82419
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00816.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00816-01.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00816-01.htm

