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Summary of the Strike Everything Amendment to HB 2578

Overview

Permits the court to allow a parent to withdraw an admission or plea of no contest in any action
leading to the termination of parental rights if the withdrawal is necessary to correct a manifest
injustice.

History

The Juvenile Court has exclusive original jurisdiction over petitions to terminate the parent-child
relationship (A.R.S. 8§ 8-532). The court may terminate the parental rights if the court finds by
clear and convincing evidence sufficient grounds to justify the action (A.R.S.88 8-863, 8-533).

If a parent does not appear at the hearing, and the court finds proper notice was given, the court
may find that the parent has waived the parent's legal rights and is deemed to have admitted the
petition's allegations by failure to appear. The court may then terminate the parent-child
relationship based on the record and evidence provided (A.R.S. § 8-863).

Provisions

1. States the court may allow a parent to withdraw an admission or plea of no contest in any
action leading to the termination of parental rights if the withdrawal is necessary to correct a
manifest injustice. (Sec. 1)

2. States upon withdrawal of the admission or plea, the parent regains the right to a trial, and
any findings based on the admission or plea are negated. (Sec. 1)

1 Prop 105 (45 votes) O Prop 108 (40 votes) [0 Emergency (40 votes) [ Fiscal Note

HB 2578
Initials LC Page 1 Caucus & COW


https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/75224
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00532.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00863.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00533.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00863.htm

