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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

88th General Assembly A B | I I

Regular Session, 2011 HOUSE BILL 1288

By: Representative T. Bradford

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING THE ABILITY OF A MUNICIPALITY TO
CREATE A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
CONCERNING THE ABILITY OF A MUNICIPALITY TO
CREATE A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 14-42-401 is amended to read as follows:

14-42-401. Authority to create generally.

The governing body of any city ef the first or secondelasswhiehis
incorporated after December 31519845 or incorporated town mayy by

ordinancey create a department of public safety.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 14-42-402 is amended to read as follows:

14-42-402. Functions of department.

A department of public safety shall perform the functions of, and have
all the rights, responsibilities, and duties of, a police department, a fire
department, and any other department deemed by the governing body of the city
or town to be necessary for the public safety of its citizens including, but

not limited to, emergency medical services.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 14-42-403 is amended to read as follows:

14-42-403. Director of department.
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department—of publie safety- The director of the department of public safety

shall be appointed and removed under 14-42-110.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 14-42-404 is amended to read as follows:

14-42-404. Functions of employees.

Employees of the department of public safety may perform the functions
of police officers, fire fighters, or other services the department may be
empowered to undertake if the employee is qualified under standards adopted

by the governing body of the city to perform these functions and holds any

required state certifications.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 14-42-410 is amended to read as follows:
14-42-410. Creation in—eertainother eities and transfer.

42> The department of public safety shall consist of a fire

division and a public safety division.
(b) Upon the creation of the department:
(1) The existing police department shall be abolished and
transferred to the public safety division; and
(2) The existing fire department shall be abolished and
transferred to the fire division.
(c)(l) The officers of the public safety division shall have the
duties and authority of law enforcement officers and shall also perform fire
fighting duties as directed by the exeeutive offieer director of the public

safety diwvisien department, the chief executive officer of the city or town,

or the governing body of the city or town as allowed by law.

(2) Fire division personnel shall perform only fire fighting

duties and emergency medical service duties as directed by the director of
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the public safety department, the chief executive officer of the city or

town, or the governing body of the city or town as allowed by law.
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. 1 in § 14-51-301 hall i e 1 . .
preseribed by § 14-51-301 et-seq+- Unless the ordinance creating the

department of public safety states the civil service commission of the city

will be retained if in existence, then the civil service commission of the

city shall be abolished upon the creation of the department of public safety.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 14-42-411 is repealed.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 14-42-412 is amended to read as follows:

14-42-412. Participation in pension and relief funds and protection of

rights.
(a) Except as provided in § 14-42-413, the director of the department

of public safety and members of the public safety division, to be known as
public safety officers, shall participate in the policemen’s pension and
relief fund.

(b) Personnel of the fire division shall participate in the firemen’s
relief and pension fund.

(c) This section does not reduce the rights that any member of an

existing fire or police department has under any retirement system.

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 14-42-421 is repealed.
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SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 14-42-422 is repealed.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 14-42-423 is repealed.

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 14-42-424 is repealed.
V4l 424 Citd £ 41 1 e . Empl 1 £5
and-pension programs~
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SECTION 12.

HB1288

Arkansas Code § 14-42-425 is repealed.
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