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SYNOPSIS:

This bill would establish the Alabama Workforce

Pathways Act.

This bill would provide different pathways

towards earning a high school diploma based on the

future workforce or continuing education plans of the

student.

This bill would also provide, subject to

funding, for the upgrade or additional construction of

career and technical education centers throughout the

state.

A BILL

TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

To establish the Alabama Workforce Pathways Act; to

provide different pathways for earning a high school diploma

based on future career paths; to require the State Board of

Education and the State Department of Education to develop a

pathways for earning a Workforce Pathways diploma; to provide,

subject to funding, for the refurbishing and construction of

new career and technical education centers or K-12 students;

and to also provide, subject to funding, for the Alabama
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and to also provide, subject to funding, for the Alabama

Short-Term Credential Program to provide additional

scholarships for training through the Alabama Community

College System.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. (a) This act shall be known and may be cited

as the Alabama Workforce Pathways Act.

(b) The Legislature finds and declares that high school

students need more than one pathway to earn a high school

diploma in this state.

(c) The purpose of this act is to provide enhanced

postsecondary and career opportunities for all Alabama

students and to ensure that the state's graduation

requirements provide consistent, rigorous expectations that

can be met through multiple pathways to earn a high school

diploma.

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature that all

students, regardless of graduation pathway, shall participate

in the state's assessment system taking the same math,

science, and reading assessments, shall be included in all

school accountability calculations, and shall be prepared for

success in all postsecondary education options by graduation.

Section 2. (a)(1) The State Superintendent of Education

shall convene stakeholders to conduct a comprehensive review

of the state's graduation requirements and existing

flexibilities to understand the strengths and challenges of

the current requirements.

(2) These stakeholders shall include, but not be

limited to, representatives of local K-12 systems,
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limited to, representatives of local K-12 systems,

postsecondary institutions, education advocacy organizations,

workforce development agencies, representatives of business

and industry, and students and families. The State

Superintendent of Education is encouraged to work with

existing cross-agency councils, as appropriate.

(b) Before November 1, 2024, the State Superintendent

of Education shall propose a comprehensive set of graduation

requirements that includes multiple pathways to earn a high

school diploma. These requirements shall include all of the

following:

(1) A listing of required credits, courses,

competencies, and experiences required for all students,

regardless of graduation pathway.

(2) A listing of required credits, courses,

competencies, and experiences necessary for each identified

graduation pathway.

(3) A listing of approved course sequences and

substitutions that may be used to demonstrate competencies and

meet graduation requirements.

(4) Clear processes for students to transition from one

graduation pathway to another.

(5) Identification of any changes in state law that

would be needed to implement these requirements.

(c) The State Department of Education shall annually

collect information on which pathway each student uses to earn

a high school diploma. The department shall annually publish a

report that analyzes completion of each diploma pathway that

is disaggregated by student demographics, academic
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is disaggregated by student demographics, academic

achievement, school district, geographic region, and post-high

school outcomes including, but not limited to, enrollment in

and completion of postsecondary education, employment, wages,

and other workforce information.

(d) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

implement this act.

Section 3. (a) While school systems with a larger

population of students may need their own career and technical

education center, school systems with smaller populations of

students may share career and technical education centers.

(b) The State Superintendent of Education may seek

additional funding from the Legislature to construct,

retrofit, or upgrade career and technical education centers

throughout the state so that a career and technical education

center is located within a reasonable distance from every high

school in the state.

Section 4. The Legislature may provide additional

funding for the Alabama Short-Term Credential Program that

provides scholarships to facilitate the participation of

individuals in for credit and noncredit courses provided

through the Alabama Community College System offering training

for in-demand careers in the region where the course is

taught.

Section 5. To ensure these pathways lead to high-skill,

high-demand, and high-wage occupations, the State Department

of Education shall collaborate with the State Workforce Board

to conduct a recurring return on investment analysis.

Section 6. This act shall become effective immediately.
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