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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2536

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By House Appropriations Subcommttee on Education (originally
sponsored by Representatives Hudgins, Dahlquist, Bergquist, Lytton,
Pettigrew, Orwall, Kagi, Mrrell, Roberts, Tharinger, Haigh, Goodman,
Wal ki nshaw, Riccelli, Pollet, and S. Hunt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to breakfast after the bell progranms in certain
public schools; adding new sections to chapter 28A 235 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEA SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A 235

RCWto read as foll ows:
(1) The legislature finds clear evidence that school breakfast is

associated wth inproved outcomes for students, including fewer
di scipline incidents, better attendance, and inproved performance on
standardi zed tests. However, Washington ranks forty-first in the

nation for participation in the school breakfast program at the sane
time that chil dhood poverty and food insecurity are at record highs in
the state. While many students eat breakfast at honme, there are
significant nunbers of children who cone to school hungry. Therefore,
the legislature intends to expand the opportunity for students to get
a heal thy breakfast by requiring schools with | arge popul ati ons of | ow
i ncone students who are eligible for free and reduced price neals to
serve breakfast after the bell, a nodel that has increased breakfast
participation rates in various states across the nation.
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(2) The legislature intends to establish a four-year, phased-in
process for providing breakfast after the bell in high needs schools
and provide technical assistance through dedicated staff within the
office of the superintendent of public instruction to successfully
i npl emrent the nodel, as well as assistance through | ocal public-private
partnerships between the office of the superintendent of public
instruction and nonprofit organi zati ons know edgeabl e about hunger and
food security issues.

(3) The legislature intends that food served for breakfast nust
nmeet federal standards, be nutritious, and not contribute to chil dhood
obesity. In addition, nothing in this act is intended to preenpt the
responsibility of parents to care for their children, including feeding
themnutritious neals before arriving at school.

(4) Finally, the | egislature encourages school s providi ng breakfast
after the bell to use a nodel that allows breakfast tine to be part of
instructional tine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 235
RCWto read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout sections 3 and 4
of this act unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Breakfast after the bell"™ nmeans a breakfast that is offered to
students after the begi nning of the school day.

(2) "Eligible for free or reduced price neal s" neans a student who
is eligible under the national school |unch program or the school
breakfast program to receive lunch or breakfast at no cost to the
student or at a reduced cost to the student.

(3) "H gh needs school"” neans any public school that has an
enrol | ment of seventy percent or nore students eligible for free or
reduced price neals in the prior school year.

(4) "Public school"™ has the sanme neaning as provided in RCW
28A. 150. 010.

(5) "School breakfast progrant neans a program neeting federal
requi renents under 42 U. S.C. Sec. 1773.

(6) "School Ilunch programt neans a program neeting federal
requi renents under 42 U. S.C. Sec. 1751.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 235
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Beginning in the 2014-15 school year and continuing into the
2015-16 school year, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall dedicate staff within the office to assist all high
needs schools that are interested in offering breakfast after the bel
to make the change fromtheir current breakfast nodel. The staff shal
al so encourage all interested high needs schools to explore options for
expandi ng breakfast after the bell to include all students.

(b) Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section, each elenentary school that enrolls
students in any of grades kindergarten through five that has an
enrol | ment of eighty-five percent or nore students eligible for free or
reduced price neals in the prior school year nust offer breakfast after
the bell to each student in the school.

(c) Beginning in the 2017-18 school year, except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section, each high needs school nust offer
breakfast after the bell to each student in the school.

(d) Al public schools are encouraged to offer breakfast after the
bell even if not required to do so under this section.

(2)(a) High needs schools wth participation rates in school
br eakfast of seventy percent or nore of the students eligible for free
or reduced price neals are exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1)

of this section. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction, in consultation with community food and nutrition experts,
shall issue guidelines for calculating school breakfast participation
rat es.

(b) Hi gh needs schools that denonstrate that expected direct costs
w Il exceed expected revenues for the breakfast after the bell program
are exenpt fromthe requirenents of subsection (1) of this section for
the ensuing school year. Expected direct costs include but are not
limted to the costs of food and other comodities, supplies,
conpensation for food service workers, and associated custodi al
services. Expected revenues include federal and state reinbursenents
for school breakfast, any additional state funds allocated for the
purposes of this section, and student copays. The office of the
superi ntendent of public instruction shall devel op a worksheet for the
pur poses of this subsection (2)(b) and nust notify a qualifying high
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needs school of its exenption in a tinmely manner before the start of
the school year. A high needs school may reapply annually for the
exenpti on.

(3)(a) Each hi gh needs school may determ ne the breakfast after the
bell service nodel that best suits its students. Servi ce nodels
include, but are not limted to, breakfast in the classroom grab and
go breakfast, or a breakfast after first period.

(b) Breakfast after the bell my be served at a tine to be
determ ned by the high needs school, so long as it occurs at breakfast
time after the begi nning of the school day.

(c) If all students in a high needs school are provided the
opportunity to engage in educational activity planned by and under the
direction of school district staff concurrently with the serving and
consunption of breakfast, the period of tinme designated for student
participation in breakfast after the bell shall be considered
i nstructional hours under RCW 28A. 150. 205.

(4) Al breakfasts served in a breakfast after the bell program
must conply with federal neal patterns and nutrition standards for
school breakfast programs under the federal healthy, hunger-free kids
act of 2010, (P.L. 111-296) and any federal regulations interpreting
t hat act.

(5) The legislature does not intend to include the prograns under
this section within the state's obligation for basic education funding
under Article | X of the state Constitution.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 235
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Before August 1, 2014, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall develop and distribute procedures and
gui delines for the inplenentation of section 3 of this act, which nust
be in conpliance with the school breakfast programand the school |unch
program

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
dedi cate staff wthin the office to offer technical assistance to all
public schools and school districts related to offering breakfast after
the bell, including assistance wth various available funding
mechani sms to support breakfast after the bell progranms such as
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uni versal breakfast, the community eligibility option under 42 U S. C
Sec. 1759a, progranms under provision two of the national school |unch
act, and clains for reinbursement under the school breakfast program

(3) In fulfilling its responsibilities under this section, the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction shall collaborate
Wi th nonprofit organizations know edgeabl e on hunger and food security
i ssues and best practices for inproving student access to school
breakfast. The office shall also seek partnerships wth phil anthropic
organi zations interested in supporting breakfast after the bell in high
needs school s.

(4) Any federal or state noneys received by a public school or
school district as reinbursenent for breakfasts served under this
section may only be used for the food and operations associated with
the food service program of the school or district.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2014, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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