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135th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 267

2023-2024
Representative Loychik

A  B I L L

To amend sections 3311.053, 3505.03, 3505.04, 

3513.04, 3513.052, and 3513.261 and to repeal 

sections 3513.254, 3513.255, 3513.256, and 

3513.259 of the Revised Code to provide for 

primary elections for state and school district 

board of education members and move the election 

for state and school district board members from 

the nonpartisan ballot.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3311.053, 3505.03, 3505.04, 

3513.04, 3513.052, and 3513.261 of the Revised Code be amended 

to read as follows:

Sec. 3311.053. (A) The boards of education of up to five 

adjoining educational service centers may, by identical 

resolutions adopted by a majority of the members of each 

governing board within any sixty-day period, combine such 

educational service centers into one educational service center. 

The resolutions shall state the name of the new center, which 

may be styled as a "joint educational service center." The 

resolutions shall also indicate whether the governing board of 
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the new educational service center is to be formed in accordance 

with division (B) of this section, in accordance with division 

(A) of section 3311.054 of the Revised Code, or in accordance 

with section 3311.057 of the Revised Code. 

A copy of each resolution shall be filed with the state 

board of education. The new educational service center shall be 

created and the governing boards of the participating 

educational service centers shall be dissolved and a new 

governing board established thirty days after the date on which 

the last resolution was filed with the state board.

(B) The initial members of a new governing board 

established in accordance with this division shall be appointed 

as follows:

(1) If two educational service centers combine, each 

center's governing board, prior to its dissolution, shall 

appoint two members to the new governing board and the four 

members so selected shall select a fifth member within ten days 

of the date on which the last of the four members is appointed.

(2) If three educational service centers combine, each 

center's governing board, prior to its dissolution, shall 

appoint one member to the new governing board and the three 

members so selected shall select the remaining two members of 

the governing board within ten days of the date on which the 

last of the three members is appointed.

(3) If four educational service centers combine, each 

center's governing board, prior to its dissolution, shall 

appoint one member to the new governing board and the four 

members so selected shall select the remaining member of the 

governing board within ten days of the date on which the last of 
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the four members is appointed.

(4) If five educational service centers combine, each 

center's governing board, prior to its dissolution, shall 

appoint one member to the new governing board.

If the members appointed to a new governing board by the 

governing boards of the combining educational service centers 

are unable to agree on the selection of the remaining members of 

the new governing board within ten days, the probate judge of 

the county in which the greatest number of pupils under the 

supervision of the new educational service center reside shall 

appoint the remaining members.

Electors of the new educational service center shall elect 

a new governing board at the next general election occurring in 

an odd-numbered year and more than ninety days after the date of 

the appointment of the last member to the initial governing 

board. Members shall serve for the duration of the term to which 

they are elected or until their successors are elected and 

qualified. At such election, two members shall be elected to 

terms of two years and three members shall be elected to terms 

of four years. Thereafter, their successors shall be elected in 

the same manner and for the same terms as members of governing 

boards of all educational service centers. Each candidate for 

election as a member of the educational service center governing 

board shall file a nominating petition in accordance with 

section 3513.255 of the Revised Code.

(C) The funds of each former educational service center 

shall be paid over in full to the governing board of the new 

educational service center, and the legal title to all property 

of the former governing boards shall become vested in the new 

governing board.
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The governing board of an educational service center 

created under this section shall honor all contracts made by the 

former governing boards.

Sec. 3505.03. (A) On the office type ballot shall be 

printed the names of all candidates for election to offices, 

except the office of judge of a municipal court, county court, 

or court of common pleas, who were nominated at the most recent 

primary election as candidates of a political party or who were 

nominated in accordance with section 3513.02 of the Revised 

Code, and the names of all candidates for election to offices 

who were nominated by nominating petitions, except candidates 

for the office of judge of a municipal court, county court, or 

court of common pleas, for member of the state board of 

education, for member of a board of education, for municipal 

offices, and for township offices.

(B) The face of the ballot below the stub shall be 

substantially in the following form:

"OFFICIAL OFFICE TYPE BALLOT

(1) To vote for a candidate record your vote in the manner 

provided next to the name of such candidate.

(2) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this 

ballot, return it to the precinct election officers or, if you 

cannot return it, notify the precinct election officers, and 

obtain another ballot."

(C) The order in which the offices shall be listed on the 

ballot shall be prescribed by, and certified to each board of 

elections by, the secretary of state; provided that for state, 

district, and county offices the order from top to bottom shall 

be as follows: governor and lieutenant governor, attorney 
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general, auditor of state, secretary of state, treasurer of 

state, chief justice of the supreme court, justice of the 

supreme court, United States senator, representative to 

congress, state senator, state representative, judge of a court 

of appeals, member of the state board of education, member of a 

board of education, county commissioner, county auditor, 

prosecuting attorney, clerk of the court of common pleas, 

sheriff, county recorder, county treasurer, county engineer, and 

coroner. The offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall 

be printed on the ballot in a manner that requires a voter to 

cast one vote jointly for the candidates who have been nominated 

by the same political party or petition.

(D) Within the rectangular space within which the title of 

each judicial office listed in division (C) of this section is 

printed on the ballot and immediately below the title shall be 

printed the date of the commencement of the term of the office, 

if it is a full term, as follows: "Full term commencing 

_______(Date)_______," or the date of the end of the term of the 

office, if it is an unexpired term, as follows: "Unexpired term 

ending _______(Date)________" 

(E)(1) The names of all candidates for an office shall be 

arranged in a group under the title of that office, and, except 

for absentee ballots or when the number of candidates for a 

particular office is the same as the number of candidates to be 

elected for that office, shall be rotated from one precinct to 

another. On absentee ballots, the names of all candidates for an 

office shall be arranged in a group under the title of that 

office and shall be so alternated that each name shall appear, 

insofar as may be reasonably possible, substantially an equal 

number of times at the beginning, at the end, and in each 

intermediate place, if any, of the group in which such name 
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belongs, unless the number of candidates for a particular office 

is the same as the number of candidates to be elected for that 

office.

(2) The secretary of state shall prescribe the information 

and directions to the voter to be printed on the ballot within 

the rectangular space in which the title of office of member of 

the state board of education appears.

(3) Within the rectangular space within which the title of 

each office for member of a board of education is printed on the 

ballot shall be printed "For Member of Board of Education," and 

the number to be elected, directions to the voter as to voting 

for one, two, or more, and, if the office to be voted for is 

member of a board of education of a city school district, words 

shall be printed in said space on the ballot to indicate whether 

candidates are to be elected from subdistricts or at large.

(4) The method of printing the ballots to meet the 

rotation requirement of this section shall be as follows: the 

least common multiple of the number of names in each of the 

several groups of candidates shall be used, and the number of 

changes made in the printer's forms in printing the ballots 

shall correspond with that multiple. The board of elections 

shall number all precincts in regular serial sequence. In the 

first precinct, the names of the candidates in each group shall 

be listed in alphabetical order. In each succeeding precinct, 

the name in each group that is listed first in the preceding 

precinct shall be listed last, and the name of each candidate 

shall be moved up one place. In each precinct using paper 

ballots, the printed ballots shall then be assembled in tablets.

(F) Under the name of each candidate nominated at a 

primary election, nominated by petition under section 3517.012 
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of the Revised Code, or certified by a party committee to fill a 

vacancy under section 3513.31 of the Revised Code shall be 

printed, in less prominent type face than that in which the 

candidate's name is printed, the name of the political party by 

which the candidate was nominated or certified. Under the name 

of each candidate appearing on the ballot who filed a nominating 

petition and requested a ballot designation as a nonparty 

candidate under section 3513.257 of the Revised Code shall be 

printed, in less prominent type face than that in which the 

candidate's name is printed, the designation of "nonparty 

candidate." Under the name of each candidate appearing on the 

ballot who filed a nominating petition and requested a ballot 

designation as an other-party candidate under section 3513.257 

of the Revised Code shall be printed, in less prominent type 

face than that in which the candidate's name is printed, the 

designation of "other-party candidate." No designation shall 

appear under the name of a candidate appearing on the ballot who 

filed a nominating petition and requested that no ballot 

designation appear under the candidate's name under section 

3513.257 of the Revised Code, or who filed a nominating petition 

and failed to request a ballot designation either as a nonparty 

candidate or as an other-party candidate under that section.

(G) Except as provided in this section, no words, 

designations, or emblems descriptive of a candidate or the 

candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the method 

by which the candidate was nominated or certified, shall be 

printed under or after a candidate's name that is printed on the 

ballot.

Sec. 3505.04. On the nonpartisan ballot shall be printed 

the names of all nonpartisan candidates for election to the 

office of judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of 
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common pleas, the office of member of the state board of 

education, the office of member of a board of education, 

municipal or township offices for municipal corporations and 

townships in which primary elections are not held for nomination 

of candidates by political parties, and municipal offices of 

municipal corporations having charters which provide for 

separate ballots for elections for such municipal offices.

Such ballots shall have printed across the top, and below 

the stubs, "Official Nonpartisan Ballot."

The order in which the offices are listed on the ballot 

shall be prescribed by, and certified to each board of elections 

by, the secretary of state; provided that the office of member 

of the state board of education shall be listed first on the 

ballot, then county judicial offices   shall be listed first on   

the ballot, followed by municipal and township offices, and by 

offices of member of a board of education, in the order stated.

Within the rectangular space within which the title of 

each judicial office is printed on the ballot and immediately 

below such title shall be printed the date of the commencement 

of the term of the office, if a full term, as follows: "Full 

term commencing _______(Date)_______," or the date of the end of 

the term of the office, if an unexpired term, as follows: 

"Unexpired term ending _______(Date)________"

The secretary of state shall prescribe the information and 

directions to the voter to be printed on the ballot within the 

rectangular space in which the title of office of member of the 

state board of education appears.

Within the rectangular space within which the title of 

each office for member of a board of education is printed on the 
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ballot shall be printed "For Member of Board of Education," and 

the number to be elected, directions to the voter as to voting 

for one, two, or more, and, if the office to be voted for is 

member of a board of education of a city school district, words 

shall be printed in said space on the ballot to indicate whether 

candidates are to be elected from subdistricts or at large.

The names of all nonpartisan candidates for an office 

shall be arranged in a group under the title of that office, and 

shall be rotated and printed on the ballot as provided in 

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

No name or designation of any political party nor any 

words, designations, or emblems descriptive of a candidate or 

the candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the 

method by which such candidate was nominated or certified, shall 

be printed under or after any nonpartisan candidate's name which 

is printed on the ballot.

Sec. 3513.04. Candidates for party nominations to state, 

district, county, and municipal offices or positions, and member 

of a state, city, local, or exempted village board of education, 

for which party nominations are provided by law, and for 

election as members of party controlling committees shall have 

their names printed on the official primary ballot by filing a 

declaration of candidacy and paying the fees specified for the 

office under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the 

Revised Code, except that the joint candidates for party 

nomination to the offices of governor and lieutenant governor 

shall, for the two of them, file one declaration of candidacy. 

The joint candidates also shall pay the fees specified for the 

joint candidates under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 

of the Revised Code. 
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The secretary of state shall not accept for filing the 

declaration of candidacy of a candidate for party nomination to 

the office of governor unless the declaration of candidacy also 

shows a joint candidate for the same party's nomination to the 

office of lieutenant governor, shall not accept for filing the 

declaration of candidacy of a candidate for party nomination to 

the office of lieutenant governor unless the declaration of 

candidacy also shows a joint candidate for the same party's 

nomination to the office of governor, and shall not accept for 

filing a declaration of candidacy that shows a candidate for 

party nomination to the office of governor or lieutenant 

governor who, for the same election, has already filed a 

declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a 

write-in candidate, or has become a candidate by the filling of 

a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code for any 

other state office or any federal or county office.

No person who seeks party nomination for an office or 

position at a primary election by declaration of candidacy or by 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate and no person 

who is a first choice for president of candidates seeking 

election as delegates and alternates to the national conventions 

of the different major political parties who are chosen by 

direct vote of the electors as provided in this chapter shall be 

permitted to become a candidate by nominating petition, 

including a nominating petition filed under section 3517.012 of 

the Revised Code, by declaration of intent to be a write-in 

candidate, or by filling a vacancy under section 3513.31 of the 

Revised Code at the following general election for any office 

other than the office of member of the state board of education, 

office of member of a city, local, or exempted village board of 

education, office of member of a governing board of an 
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educational service center, or office of township trustee.

Sec. 3513.052. (A) No person shall seek nomination or 

election to any of the following offices or positions at the 

same election by filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, 

a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a 

nominating petition, or by becoming a candidate through party 

nomination in a primary election, or by the filling of a vacancy 

under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code: 

(1) Two or more state offices;

(2) Two or more county offices;

(3) A state office and a county office;

(4) A federal office and a state or county office;

(5) Any combination of two or more municipal or township 

offices, positions as a member of a city, local, or exempted 

village board of education, or positions as a member of a 

governing board of an educational service center.

(B) The secretary of state or a board of elections shall 

not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a 

nominating petition of a person seeking to become a candidate if 

that person, for the same election, has already filed a 

declaration of candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-

in candidate, or a nominating petition, or has become a 

candidate through party nomination at a primary election or by 

the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the 

Revised Code for:

(1) Any federal, state, or county office, if the 

declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent to be a write-in 

290

291

292

293

294

295

296

297

298

299

300

301

302

303

304

305

306

307

308

309

310

311

312

313

314

315

316

317



H. B. No. 267  Page 12
As Introduced

candidate, or nominating petition is for a state or county 

office;

(2) Any municipal or township office, or for member of a 

city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for 

member of a governing board of an educational service center, if 

the declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent to be a 

write-in candidate, or nominating petition is for a municipal or 

township office, or for member of a city, local, or exempted 

village board of education, or for member of a governing board 

of an educational service center.

(C)(1) If the secretary of state determines, before the 

day of the primary election, that a person is seeking nomination 

to more than one office at that election in violation of 

division (A) of this section, the secretary of state shall do 

one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single 

county and none of those offices is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that 

county. The board then shall determine the date on which the 

person first sought to become a candidate for each of those 

offices by filing a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of 

intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy 

under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote 

promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each 

office for which the person sought to become a candidate after 

the date on which the person first sought to become a candidate 

for any of those offices. If the board determines that the 

person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those 

offices on the same date, the board shall vote promptly to 

318

319

320

321

322

323

324

325

326

327

328

329

330

331

332

333

334

335

336

337

338

339

340

341

342

343

344

345

346

347



H. B. No. 267  Page 13
As Introduced

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would 

be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that 

person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order 

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking nomination is a state office or an office with a 

district larger than a single county and none of the offices for 

which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall determine the date on which the person 

first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by 

filing a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to 

be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under 

section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state 

shall order the board of elections of each county in which the 

person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office for which the person 

sought to become a candidate after the date on which the person 

first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If 

the secretary of state determines that the person sought to 

become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the 

same date, the secretary of state shall order the board of 

elections of each county in which the person is seeking to 

appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate 

for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the 

highest office for which that person seeks nomination, according 

to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the 

Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote 

promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance 

with the order of the secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single 
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county and any of those offices is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that 

county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal 

office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking nomination is a state office and any of the offices for 

which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each 

county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to 

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is 

not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall 

vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in 

accordance with the order of the secretary of state.

(2) If a board of elections determines, before the day of 

the primary election, that a person is seeking nomination to 

more than one office at that election in violation of division 

(A) of this section, the board shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within that 

county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board 

shall determine the date on which the person first sought to 

become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a 

declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a 

write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under section 

3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to 

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office for which 

the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which 

the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those 

offices. If the board determines that the person sought to 
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become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the 

same date, the board shall vote promptly to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on 

the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks 

nomination, according to the ballot order prescribed under 

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking nomination is a state office or an office with a 

district larger than a single county and none of the offices for 

which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the 

board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of 

state then shall determine the date on which the person first 

sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing 

a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a 

write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under section 

3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall order 

the board of elections of each county in which the person is 

seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a 

candidate for each office for which the person sought to become 

a candidate after the date on which the person first sought to 

become a candidate for any of those offices. If the secretary of 

state determines that the person sought to become a candidate 

for more than one of those offices on the same date, the 

secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each 

county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to 

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would 

be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that 

person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order 

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board 

of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the 

person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the 
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secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single 

county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board 

shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for 

each office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking nomination is a state office and any of the offices for 

which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the 

board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of 

state then shall order the board of elections of each county in 

which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to 

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is 

not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall 

vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in 

accordance with the order of the secretary of state.

(D)(1) If the secretary of state determines, after the day 

of the primary election and before the day of the general 

election, that a person is seeking election to more than one 

office at that election in violation of division (A) of this 

section, the secretary of state shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking election is wholly within a single 

county and none of those offices is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that 

county. The board then shall determine the offices for which the 

person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board 

shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for 

each office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest 

office for which that person seeks election, according to the 
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ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised 

Code. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and 

has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board 

shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office 

that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for 

which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order 

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking election is a state office or an office with a district 

larger than a single county and none of the offices for which 

the person is seeking election is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall promptly investigate and determine the 

offices for which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on 

the ballot. The secretary of state shall order the board of 

elections of each county in which the person is seeking to 

appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate 

for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the 

highest office for which that person seeks election, according 

to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the 

Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote 

promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance 

with the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought 

nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a 

certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that 

certificate for that person for any office that would be listed 

on the ballot below the highest office for which that person 

seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under 

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking election is wholly within a single 

county and any of those offices is a federal office, the 

470

471

472

473

474

475

476

477

478

479

480

481

482

483

484

485

486

487

488

489

490

491

492

493

494

495

496

497

498

499

500



H. B. No. 267  Page 18
As Introduced

secretary of state shall notify the board of elections of that 

county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal 

office. If the person sought nomination at a primary election 

and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the 

board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any 

office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking election is a state office and any of the offices for 

which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the 

secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each 

county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to 

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is 

not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall 

vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in 

accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the 

person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet 

been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not 

issue that certificate for that person for any office that is 

not a federal office.

(2) If a board of elections determines, after the day of 

the primary election and before the day of the general election, 

that a person is seeking election to more than one office at 

that election in violation of division (A) of this section, the 

board of elections shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking election is wholly within that 

county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board 

shall determine the offices for which the person seeks to appear 

as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote promptly to 
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disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would 

be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that 

person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed 

under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. If the person sought 

nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a 

certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that 

certificate for that person for any office that would be listed 

on the ballot below the highest office for which that person 

seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under 

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking election is a state office or an office with a district 

larger than a single county and none of the offices for which 

the person is seeking election is a federal office, the board 

shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state 

promptly shall investigate and determine the offices for which 

the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The 

secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each 

county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to 

disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would 

be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that 

person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed 

under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of 

elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the 

person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the 

secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a primary 

election and has not yet been issued a certificate of 

nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that 

person for any office that would be listed on the ballot below 

the highest office for which that person seeks election, 

according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 

531

532

533

534

535

536

537

538

539

540

541

542

543

544

545

546

547

548

549

550

551

552

553

554

555

556

557

558

559

560

561



H. B. No. 267  Page 20
As Introduced

of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for 

which the person is seeking election is wholly within that 

county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board 

shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for 

each office that is not a federal office. If the person sought 

nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a 

certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that 

certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal 

office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is 

seeking election is a state office and any of the offices for 

which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the 

board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of 

state shall order the board of elections of each county in which 

the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal 

office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly 

to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the 

order of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination 

at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate 

of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for 

that person for any office that is not a federal office.

(E) When a person is disqualified as a candidate under 

division (C) or (D) of this section, on or before the seventieth 

day before the day of the applicable election, the board of 

elections shall remove the person's name from the ballot for any 

office for which that person has been disqualified as a 

candidate according to the directions of the secretary of state. 

When a person is disqualified as a candidate under division (C) 
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or (D) of this section after the seventieth day before the day 

of the applicable election, the board of elections shall not 

remove the person's name from the ballot for any office for 

which that person has been disqualified as a candidate. The 

board of elections shall post a notice at each polling location 

on the day of the applicable election, and shall enclose with 

each absent voter's ballot given or mailed after the candidate 

is disqualified, a notice that votes for the person for the 

office for which the person has been disqualified as a candidate 

will be void and will not be counted. If the name is not removed 

from the ballots before the day of the election, the votes for 

the disqualified candidate are void and shall not be counted.

(F) Any vacancy created by the disqualification of a 

person as a candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section 

may be filled in the manner provided for in sections 3513.30 and 

3513.31 of the Revised Code.

(G) Nothing in this section or section 3513.04, 3513.041, 

3513.05, 3513.251, 3513.253, 3513.254, 3513.255, 3513.257, 

3513.259, or 3513.261 of the Revised Code prohibits, and the 

secretary of state or a board of elections shall not disqualify, 

a person from being a candidate for an office, if that person 

timely withdraws as a candidate for any offices specified in 

division (A) of this section for which that person first sought 

to become a candidate by filing a declaration of candidacy and 

petition, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or 

a nominating petition, by party nomination in a primary 

election, or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 

or 3513.31 of the Revised Code.

(H) As used in this section:

(1) "State office" means the offices of governor, 
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lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, 

treasurer of state, attorney general, member of the state board 

of education, member of the general assembly, chief justice of 

the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court.

(2) "Timely withdraws" means either of the following:

(a) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable 

deadline for filing a declaration of candidacy, declaration of 

intent to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition for 

the subsequent office for which the person is seeking to become 

a candidate at the same election;

(b) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable 

deadline for the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 

3513.31 of the Revised Code, if the person is seeking to become 

a candidate for a subsequent office at the same election under 

either of those sections.

Sec. 3513.261. A nominating petition may consist of one or 

more separate petition papers, each of which shall be 

substantially in the form prescribed in this section. If the 

petition consists of more than one separate petition paper, the 

statement of candidacy of the candidate or joint candidates 

named need be signed by the candidate or joint candidates on 

only one of such separate petition papers, but the statement of 

candidacy so signed shall be copied on each other separate 

petition paper before the signatures of electors are placed on 

it. Each nominating petition containing signatures of electors 

of more than one county shall consist of separate petition 

papers each of which shall contain signatures of electors of 

only one county; provided that petitions containing signatures 

of electors of more than one county shall not thereby be 

declared invalid. In case petitions containing signatures of 
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electors of more than one county are filed, the board of 

elections shall determine the county from which the majority of 

the signatures came, and only signatures from this county shall 

be counted. Signatures from any other county shall be invalid.

All signatures on nominating petitions shall be written in 

ink or indelible pencil.

At the time of filing a nominating petition, the candidate 

designated in the nominating petition, and joint candidates for 

governor and lieutenant governor, shall pay to the election 

officials with whom it is filed the fees specified for the 

office under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the 

Revised Code. The fees shall be disposed of by those election 

officials in the manner that is provided in section 3513.10 of 

the Revised Code for the disposition of other fees, and in no 

case shall a fee required under that section be returned to a 

candidate.

Candidates or joint candidates whose names are written on 

the ballot, and who are elected, shall pay the same fees under 

section 3513.10 of the Revised Code that candidates who file 

nominating petitions pay. Payment of these fees shall be a 

condition precedent to the granting of their certificates of 

election.

Each nominating petition shall contain a statement of 

candidacy that shall be signed by the candidate or joint 

candidates named in it or by an attorney in fact acting pursuant 

to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. Such statement of 

candidacy shall contain a declaration made under penalty of 

election falsification that the candidate desires to be a 

candidate for the office named in it, and that the candidate is 

an elector qualified to vote for the office the candidate seeks.
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The form of the nominating petition and statement of 

candidacy shall be substantially as follows:

"STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

I, ___________________________________ (Name of 

candidate), the undersigned, hereby declare under penalty of 

election falsification that my voting residence is in 

________________ __________ Precinct of the 

_________________________ (Township) or (Ward and City, or 

Village) in the county of _______________ Ohio; that my post-

office address is ____________________________ (Street and 

Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) of the 

_______________________________ (City, Village, or post office) 

of ____________________, Ohio; and that I am a qualified elector 

in the precinct in which my voting residence is located. I 

hereby declare that I desire to be a candidate for election to 

the office of ______________ in the ________________________ 

(State, District, County, City, Village, or Township, or School 

District) for the ______________________________________ (Full 

term or unexpired term ending ________________) at the General 

Election to be held on the ___________ day of ___________, ____

I further declare that I am an elector qualified to vote 

for the office I seek. Dated this _______ day of ______________, 

____

                                   ___________________________

                                   (Signature of candidate) 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A 

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

I, _________________________________, hereby constitute 

the persons named below a committee to represent me:
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Name                     Residence 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

                    NOMINATING PETITION

We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of 

Ohio, whose voting residence is in the County, City, Village, 

Ward, Township or Precinct set opposite our names, hereby 

nominate ____________________ as a candidate for election to the 

office of ___________________________ in the 

____________________________ (State, District, County, City, 

Village, or Township, or School District) for the 

_________________ (Full term or unexpired term ending 

___________________) to be voted for at the general election 

next hereafter to be held, and certify that this person is, in 

our opinion, well qualified to perform the duties of the office 

or position to which the person desires to be elected.
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D (Must use

E address on City,

F file with Village

G the board of or Date of

H Signature elections) Township Ward Precinct County Signing

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________, declares under penalty of election 

falsification that such person is a qualified elector of the 

state of Ohio and resides at the address appearing below such 

person's signature hereto; that such person is the circulator of 

the foregoing petition paper containing ________________ 

signatures; that such person witnessed the affixing of every 

signature; that all signers were to the best of such person's 

knowledge and belief qualified to sign; and that every signature 

is to the best of such person's knowledge and belief the 

signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of 

an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the 

Revised Code.

                              ___________________________

                              (Signature of circulator)     

                              ___________________________

                              (Address of circulator's 
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                              permanent residence 

                              in this state) 

                              ___________________________

                              (If petition is for a statewide   

                              candidate, the name and address   

                              of person employing circulator    

                              to circulate petition, if any)    

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A 

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of 

nominating petition for a group of candidates for the office of 

member of a board of education, township office, and offices of 

municipal corporations of under two thousand population.

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of statement 

of candidacy and nominating petition, which shall be 

substantially similar to the form of statement of candidacy and 

nominating petition set forth in this section, that will be 

suitable for joint candidates for the offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor.

If such petition nominates a candidate whose election is 

to be determined by the electors of a county or a district or 

subdivision within the county, it shall be filed with the board 

of such county. If the petition nominates a candidate whose 

election is to be determined by the voters of a subdivision 

located in more than one county, it shall be filed with the 

board of the county in which the major portion of the population 

of such subdivision is located.
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If the petition nominates a candidate whose election is to 

be determined by the electors of a district comprised of more 

than one county but less than all of the counties of the state, 

it shall be filed with the board of elections of the most 

populous county in such district. If the petition nominates a 

candidate whose election is to be determined by the electors of 

the state at large, it shall be filed with the secretary of 

state.

The secretary of state or a board of elections shall not 

accept for filing a nominating petition of a person seeking to 

become a candidate if that person, for the same election, has 

already filed a declaration of candidacy, a declaration of 

intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, or 

has become a candidate through party nomination at a primary 

election or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 

3513.31 of the Revised Code for any federal, state, or county 

office, if the nominating petition is for a state or county 

office, or for any municipal or township office, for member of a 

city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for 

member of a governing board of an educational service center, if 

the nominating petition is for a municipal or township office, 

or for member of a city, local, or exempted village board of 

education, or for member of a governing board of an educational 

service center.

Section 2. That existing sections 3311.053, 3505.03, 

3505.04, 3513.04, 3513.052, and 3513.261 of the Revised Code are 

hereby repealed.

Section 3. That sections 3513.254, 3513.255, 3513.256, and 

3513.259 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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