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Sec. 1.  Study establishment of pilot program. Resolved: That the University 1 

of Maine System and the Maine Community College System, referred to in this resolve as 2 

"the systems," shall together study the establishment of a pilot program based on 3 

Oregon's "Pay Forward, Pay Back" model that would replace the current system of 4 

charging a resident of the State tuition and fees for enrollment at a state public institution 5 

of higher education, referred to in this resolve as "an institution," and: 6 

1.  Allow a student who is a resident of the State and who qualifies for admission to 7 

an institution to enroll in the institution without paying tuition or fees; 8 

2.  Provide that, in lieu of paying tuition or fees, the student must sign a binding 9 

contract to pay to the State or the institution for a specified number of years a certain 10 

percentage of the student's annual adjusted gross income upon graduation from the 11 

institution;  12 

3.  Specify the number of years and the percentage of annual adjusted gross income 13 

for contracts at each participating institution and base the specifications on research to 14 

date; and 15 

4.  Establish a funding source for the first 15 to 20 years of the pilot program and a 16 

revolving fund into which payments made under the pilot program are deposited to 17 

provide long-term funding. 18 

A pilot program proposed by the systems may include variations by specific 19 

institution depending on the total cost of education at the institution, the portion of the 20 

cost that is paid by the State, the number of years of student repayment specified in the 21 

contract and the percentage of annual adjusted gross income specified in the contract; and 22 

be it further 23 

Sec. 2.  Report; recommendations.  Resolved:  That the systems shall submit a 24 

report containing their findings and recommendations pursuant to section 1, including any 25 

necessary implementing legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 26 

having jurisdiction over education matters by December 3, 2014.  If the report 27 

recommends establishment of the pilot program, the report must identify one or more 28 

institutions that will participate in the pilot program. 29 

SUMMARY 30 

This resolve directs the University of Maine System and the Maine Community 31 

College System to study the establishment of a pilot program based on Oregon's "Pay 32 

Forward, Pay Back" model to replace the current system of charging a resident of the 33 

State tuition and fees for enrollment at a state public institution of higher education.  34 

Under the pilot program, a student who is a resident of the State and who qualifies for 35 

admission to an institution would be able to enroll in the institution without paying tuition 36 

or fees; instead, the student would sign a binding contract to pay to the State or the 37 

institution for a specified number of years a certain percentage of the student's annual 38 

adjusted gross income upon graduation from the institution.  Under the resolve, the 39 

University of Maine System and the Maine Community College System are directed to 40 
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report their findings and any proposed implementing legislation to the joint standing 1 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters by December 3, 2 

2014. 3 

 


